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Musings	on	Words		

	

sagacious	–	having	or	showing	keen	mental	

discernments	and	good	judgment	

La9n	sagac	=	wise	
	

maven	–	expert	(Yiddish)	
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Topics	

•  Review	
– Explicit	Vocabulary	Instruc9on	Rou9ne	
– Extensions	

•  Vocabulary	Program	Components	
•  Word	Learning	Strategies	

– Context	Clues	
– Word	Parts	
– Reference	Materials	

•  Prac>ce	Ac>vi>es	
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Review	

	

Retrieval	Prac>ce		
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Review	

	

What	are	the	four	steps	in	the	Explicit	

Instruc9on	Vocabulary	Rou9ne?			
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Vocabulary	Instruc9onal	Rou9ne	

Step	1:	Introduce	the	word’s	pronuncia>on.	
	

Step	2:		Introduce	the	word’s	meaning.	
	

Step	3:	Illustrate	the	word	with	examples.	
													(and	non-examples	when	helpful)		

Step	4:	Check	students’	understanding.			
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Inquiries	

	

When	should	the	instruc9onal	rou9ne	include	

examples	and	non-examples?			

	

Can	you	model	a	secondary	math	lesson?		
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polynomial		expressions	(noun)	
Introduce	the	word’s	pronuncia9on.		

Polynomial	expression	

	

4xy2	+	3x	-5	

		terms	

	

poly	=	many							nomial	=	terms			
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polynomial		expressions	(noun)	
Introduce	the	word’s	meaning.		

Polynomial	expression									4xy2	+	3x	-5	
Polynomial	Expressions	can	have:	

– 	Constants	-	Numbers	(e.g.,	-5,	20,	½)	
–  	Variables	(e.g.,	x,	y)	
–  	Exponents	(whole	number	exponents,		
				 	 	 	 				only	0,	1,	2,	3,	...	etc.)	

– 	These	can	be	combined	using	+,	-,	×,	÷	
	

•  Polynomial	Expressions	can	NOT	have:	
– Nega9ve	exponents	
– A	variable	as	a	denominator	
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polynomial		expressions	(noun)	
Illustrate	with	examples	and	non-examples		

Examples		 Non-Examples	

5	xy2	–	3x	+	5y3	-	3	 3xy-2	

21	 2/x+2	

3xyz	+	3xy2	-	0.1xz	 5	+	1/z	

Polynomial	Expressions	can	have:	

				✓Constants	-	Numbers	(e.g.,	-5,	20,	½)	
	✓Variables	(e.g.,	x,	y)	
	✓Exponents	(whole	number	exponents,		
				 	 										only	0,	1,	2,	3,	...	etc.)	

	✓These	can	be	combined	using	+,	-,	×,	÷	
	

Polynomial	Expressions	can	NOT	have:	
✓Nega9ve	exponents	
✓A	variable	as	a	denominator	 11	

polynomial		expressions	(noun)	
Check	understanding	using	examples	and	non-examples		

Examples		 Non-Examples	

8xy2	–	5x3		
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polynomial		expressions	(noun)	
Check	understanding	using	examples	and	non-examples		

Examples		 Non-Examples	

8xy2	–	5x3		

22	
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polynomial		expressions	(noun)	
Check	understanding	using	examples	and	non-examples		

Examples		 Non-Examples	

8xy2	–	5x3		

22	

5/k	z		+	x	
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polynomial		expressions	(noun)	
Check	understanding	using	examples	and	non-examples		

Examples		 Non-Examples	

8xy2	–	5x3		 5/k	z		+	x	
	

22	

	

	

0.3x-2	
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polynomial		expressions	(noun)	
Check	understanding	using	examples	and	non-examples		

Examples		 Non-Examples	

8xy2	–	5x3		

	

5/k	z		+	x	
	

22	 0.3x-2	

	

7x2	–	5x3	+	5	
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polynomial		expressions	(noun)	
Check	understanding	using	examples	and	non-examples		

Examples		 Non-Examples	

8xy2	–	5x3		

	

5/k	z		+	x	
	

22	 0.3x-2	

	

7x2	–	5x3	+	5	
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Polynomial	Expressions		
Classifica9on	by	term		

mono		=	1	 bi	=	2	 tri	=	3	 poly	=	many	

monomial	=	1	

term	

binomial	=	2	

terms	

trinomial	=	3	

terms	

polynomial	=	

more	than	3	

terms	

3xy3	 5x	-	1	 3x	+	5y2	-	9	 2x	+	3y	+y2	-	7	
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Inquiry	

	

I	have	a	range	of	students	in	my	second	grade.		

When	I	am	teaching	vocabulary,	I	want	to	

involve	my	students	so	I	start	by	asking	them	if	

they	know	the	meaning	of	the	new	word.		In	this	

way,	I	honor	their	prior	knowledge.			

	

Is	this	good	prac9ce?			
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Inquiry	

	

The	challenge...	their	answers	may	be	inaccurate	
or	unclear.		Consider	these:	

Do	you	know	the	meaning	of	an>cipate?	

“You	know...	like	you	like	it	a	lot.		(Possible	confusion	with	
appreciate.)	

“You	are	against	something.”		(Perhaps	no9ced	an9	within	
the	word.)	

“Something	you	eat?”	(?)	

20	



an9cipate	verb	

	

When	you	an>cipate	something,	you	expect	

that	something	will	happen	or	you	look	forward	

to	something	happening.		

	

Synonyms:	expect,	predict	
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an9cipate	examples	

In	December,	students	an>cipate	the	winter	
holiday.		They	look	forward	to	the	holiday.	

	

	

In	June,	students	an>cipate	the	end	of	school	
year.	They	are	thinking	about	summer	ac9vi9es.	
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an9cipate	examples	

	

If	you	were	going	to	the	zoo,	you	might	

an>cipate	seeing	animals	such	as	elephants	and	

zebras.	

	

If	you	were	going	to	McDonalds,	you	might	

an>cipate	having	a	burger	and	a	milkshake.	
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an>cipate	check	for	understanding	

	

When	you	get	in	line	for	lunch,	what	do	you	

an>cipate?	

	

Begin	by	saying:	

When	I	get	in	line	for	lunch,	I	an>cipate	...	
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an>cipate	check	for	understanding	

	

When	Spring	arrives	in	your	community,	what	do	

you	an>cipate?			

	

Begin	by	saying:	

When	Spring	arrives	in	my	community,	I	

an>cipate	...	
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Word	Rela9ve	

an9cipate		 	verb	

an9cipa9on	noun	

	

When	we	go	to	Dairy	
Queen,	I	an>cipate	that	
we	will	have	ice	cream	
sundaes.		In	each	hour	
before	we	leave	for	Dairy	
Queen,	my	an>cipa>on	
grows.			
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Review	

	

What	are	some	ways	that	you	can	extend	

instruc9on	on	a	word	to	promote	generaliza9on	

to	other	words?		
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Review	-	feedback	

What	are	some	ways	that	you	can	extend	
instruc9on	on	a	word	to	promote	generaliza9on	to	
other	words?		
	

•  parts	of	speech	
•  parts	of	words	(prefixes,	suffixes,	roots)	

•  synonyms	and	antonyms	

•  seman9c	ordering	of	related	words	

•  word	families		

28	



Review:	Extensions	

1.  Introduce the part of speech. 
2.  Introduce synonyms (same) and /or antonyms 

(opposite). 
3.  Tell students when and where the word is often used. 
4.  Extend information about the vocabulary term. 
5.  When appropriate, introduce the history or origin of 

the word. 
6.  Introduce other words with the same meaningful 

parts.  
7.  Introduce other words in the same word family. 
8.  Introduce other meanings of the vocabulary term.  
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Vocabulary	Instruc>on	-	Extensions	

 8.  Introduce other meanings of the vocabulary term.   
 
Words with Multiple Meanings 
bark (dog)   bark (tree) 
check (✔)   check (monetary) 
star     star 
current    current 
draft     draft 
buckle    buckle 
company   company 
 
Select one pair of words and write a sentence that contains 
both work meanings.  

instrumental	adjec9ve	

 
Instrumental means very important. 
 
 
Synonyms: important, influential, significant,  
crucial, essential, helpful, useful 
 
Antonyms: unhelpful, insignificant, irrelevant, 
useless, unimportant  

31 

instrumental	example		

 
 Ricardo was 
instrumental in his 
team’s win because he 
scored the winning goal.   

32 



instrumental	example		

 
 Ms. Thomas wrote a 
college recommendation 
for Margaret.  The 
recommendation was 
instrumental in her 
acceptance at an 
excellent university.  
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instrumental	check	for	understanding		

 
  
Think of someone that was instrumental in 
your life. 
 
Start by saying: 
_______________ was instrumental in my 
life because___________________. 

34 

Mul9ple	Meaning		

 
Musical Instruments  
 
Instrumental music 
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Vocabulary	Logs	or	Flash	Cards		

• What	can	be	recorded	on	a	vocabulary	log	or	on	flash	
cards?	

• Word	

• Meaning	in	their	own	words	OR	

• Cri9cal	aiributes		
• Any	of	these	op>ons	
• A	sentence	to	illustrate	the	word�s	meaning	

• Examples	and	non-examples	

• An	illustra9on	(quick	draw)	
	

.	



Word	Walls	

•  Create a word wall in your classroom 
– Post a reminder of the context. 

•  The name of the passage 
•  The topic in science or social studies 

 

– Post the vocabulary words. Number the words  
(1 – 10) 

–  Incorporate the words into your classroom 
language. 

– Encourage students to use the words when 
speaking and writing. 
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Check	for	Understanding	

	

1.  frigid	
2.  treacherous	
3.  triumph	

4.  uninhabited	
5.  expedi9on	
6.  labor	
7.  dismantled		
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WORD	LEARNING	STRATEGIES		

39	

Vocabulary	Program	Components		

•  Research-based	components	for	effec9ve	vocabulary	
instruc9on:	

	

1.	Explicitly	teach	word	meanings		

2.		Encourage	wide	reading	
3.	Expose	students	to	high-quality	oral	language	
4.	Promote	word	consciousness	
5.	Teach	independent	word-learning	strategies,							
including	the	use	of	context	clues,	the	use	of	word	parts,	
and	the	efficient	use	of	the	dic9onary	
	
(Graves,	2000;	Teacher	Reading	Academy,	2002)		
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Word-learning	Strategies	

	

Word-learning	strategies	include:		

–  	Contextual	Analysis	
– 		Morphemic	Analysis		

– 		Use	of	dic9onary	and	other	reference	
materials	

41	

Context	Clues	

•  Context	clues	are	the	words,	phrases,	and	
sentences	surrounding	an	unfamiliar	word	

that	can	give	hints	or	clues	to	its	meaning.	

42	

	

	

Context	Clue	Steps	

	

1.  Iden9fy	the	unknown	word.	

2.  Look	for	the	words	that	give	
hints	about	its	meaning	in	the	
sentence.	

3.  If	you	need	more	cues,	read	
the	sentences	before	and	
aner	the	one	with	the	word	
in	it.	

4.  Infer	the	word’s	meaning	
based	on	what	you	found.	

Then	model	it…	
“As	Tom	stepped	out	of	the	tent,	the	
moist	grass	soaked	his	shoes	and	he	
wondered	if	it	had	rained.”		
Say	aloud…	
“The	grass	is	moist.		It	soaks	Tom’s	
shoes.		Tom	thinks	it	rained.		Rain	
makes	things	wet.		Moist	must	mean	
wet.”		“Now	try	‘wet’	in	place	of	
moist	to	see	if	it	makes	sense.”	

									For	Students	 For	Teachers	

																						Adapted	from	Vocabulary	Instruc9on	Module	developed	for	Reading	Excellence	Act.		Graves	(2002)	
43	

The	SLAP	Strategy	

	
�Say	the	word.	

�Look	for	clues.	

�Ask	yourself	what	the	word	might	mean;	think	of	a	word	that	
expresses	that	meaning.	

�Put	the	word	in	the	passage	in	place	of	the	unfamiliar	word.	Does	it	
make	sense?	
	

	

Louisiana	Reading	Associa9on		

44	



Context	Clues	

1.  Find	parts	of	the	word	that	give	you	hints	
about	the	meaning	of	the	word.			

2.  Find	words	that	give	you	hints	about	the	
meaning	of	the	word.	

3.  Ask	yourself	what	the	word	means.	

4.  Ask	yourself	if	the	possible	meaning	makes	
sense	in	the	sentence.		
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Use	of	Context	Clues	

•  Synonyms	in	the	sentence:	At	first	I	felt	trepida>on	
when	I	saw	the	large	snake,	but	when	the	handler	told	
me	it	was	harmless,	I	was	less	afraid.	

		

•  Antonyms	in	the	sentence:	I	aiempted	to	avert	a	
collision	with	the	mairess	in	the	road,	but	my	right	9re	
hit	it	with	full	force.	

		

•  Defini>ons/descrip>ons:	Magpies,	black	and	white	
crow-like	birds,	are	protected	in	parts	of	the	United	
States.	
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Use	of	Context	Clues	

•  Explana>ons:	Although	some	men	are	loquacious,	others	
hardly	talk	at	all.	
	

•  Comparisons	or	contrasts:	While	they	are	twins,	Kara	has	
dark	hair	and	brown	eyes,	but	Melissa	is	Nordic	in	coloring.	

•  		
•  Clues	from	words	in	a	series:	Spring	brings	sparrows,	

finches,	robins,	and	magpies	to	our	yard.	

•  		
•  Cause	and	effect:	When	too	many	students	loitered	in	the	

cafeteria,	lunch	periods	were	shortened	to	twenty	minutes	
in	order	to	make	room	for	the	next	lunch	period.	
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Provide	Systema>c	Strategy	Instruc>on		

Explicit	Instruc>on	of	Skills/Strategies	

	

Demonstra9on	 	 	I	do	it. 			My	turn.	

Guided	Prac9ce 	 	We	do	it.				Let�s	do	this	
	 	 	 	 	 				together.		

Check	Understanding 	You	do	it.					Your	turn.			
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Context	Clues	

1.  Find	parts	of	the	word	that	give	you	hints	
about	the	meaning	of	the	word.			

2.  Find	words	that	give	you	hints	about	the	
meaning	of	the	word.	

3.  Ask	yourself	what	the	word	means.	

4.  Ask	yourself	if	the	possible	meaning	makes	
sense	in	the	sentence.		
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Demonstra>on	-	I	do	it.			

	

Hippo		
A	hippo	can	submerge	
in	the	water	to	stay	
cool	under	the	hot	
African	sunshine.		
Some9mes	you	can’t	
even	see	the	hippo	in	
the	watering	hole.	

1.  Find	parts	of	the	word	
that	give	you	hints	
about	the	meaning	of	
the	word.			

2.  Find	words	that	give	you	
hints	about	the	meaning	
of	the	word.	

3.  Ask	yourself	what	the	
word	means.	

4.  Ask	yourself	if	the	
possible	meaning	makes	
sense	in	the	sentence.		
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Demonstra>on	–	I	do	it.		

	

Hippo	
The	hippo	lives	on	the	
African	savannah,	a	
dry,	hot	grassland.		A	
small	number	of	
shrubs	and	trees	are	
scaiered	across	the	
savannah.	

1.  Find	parts	of	the	word	
that	give	you	hints	
about	the	meaning	of	
the	word.			

2.  Find	words	that	give	you	
hints	about	the	meaning	
of	the	word.	

3.  Ask	yourself	what	the	
word	means.	

4.  Ask	yourself	if	the	
possible	meaning	makes	
sense	in	the	sentence.		
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Guided	Prac>ce	–	We	do	it.	

	

Hippo	
	

During	the	day,	hippos	
remain	cool	by	staying	in	
the	water	or	mud.		At	
dusk,	they	emerge	out	of	
the	water	to	graze	on	
grasses.		While	hippos	rest	
near	each	other	in	the	
water	,	grazing	is	a	
solitary	ac9vity.			

1.  Find	parts	of	the	word	
that	give	you	hints	
about	the	meaning	of	
the	word.			

2.  Find	words	that	give	you	
hints	about	the	meaning	
of	the	word.	

3.  Ask	yourself	what	the	
word	means.	

4.  Ask	yourself	if	the	
possible	meaning	makes	
sense	in	the	sentence.		
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Guided	Prac>ce	–	We	do	it.	

Toucan	
	

The	Toucan’s	beak	is	
quite	substan>al	in	size.		
Aner	all,	it	is	almost	as	
long	as	he	is	tall.			

1.  Find	parts	of	the	word	
that	give	you	hints	
about	the	meaning	of	
the	word.			

2.  Find	words	that	give	you	
hints	about	the	meaning	
of	the	word.	

3.  Ask	yourself	what	the	
word	means.	

4.  Ask	yourself	if	the	
possible	meaning	makes	
sense	in	the	sentence.		
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Guided	Prac>ce	–	We	do	it.	
Gradual	Release	of	Responsibility	

Toucan	

Recent	research	has	concluded	that	toucans	

regulate	body	temperature	by	changing	the	flow	

of	blood	to	their	beak.	More	blood	flow	means	

more	heat	is	released.		

54	

Guided	Prac>ce	–	We	do	it.	
Gradual	Release	of	Responsibility	

	

Toucan	

Although	they	spend	a	lot	of	9me	in	trees,	they	

are	not	very	good	at	flying.	Toucans	mainly	

travel	among	trees	by	hopping.	When	they	do	

take	flight,	they	flap	their	wings	vigorously	and	
glide,	traveling	only	short	distances.		

55	

Check	for	Understanding		
You	do	it.	

•  Toucans nest in open hollows of trees. They 
often move into cavities created and 
abandoned by woodpeckers.	

56	



Context	Clues		

Charles	Darwin	

Fateful	Voyage	
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Learning	Inten>on:	
Students	can	determine	the	meaning	of	an	unknown	
word	using	the	meaningful	parts	of	the	word	and	the	
context	clues.			

	

Success	Criteria:	
•  Students	will	be	able	to	locate	evidence	in	the	
paragraph	that	helps	determine	the	meaning	of	the	
unknown	word.		
	

•  Students	can	state	the	possible	meaning	of	an	
unknown	word.		
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Context	Clues	

1.  Find	parts	of	the	word	that	give	you	hints	
about	the	meaning	of	the	word.			

2.  Find	words	that	give	you	hints	about	the	
meaning	of	the	word.	

3.  Ask	yourself	what	the	word	means.	

4.  Ask	yourself	if	the	possible	meaning	makes	
sense	in	the	sentence.		
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Charles	Darwin	
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Charles	Darwin	
Fateful	Voyage	

	

	

I	could	not	employ	my	life	beier	than	in	adding	

a	liile	to	Natural	Science.			—		Charles	Darwin,	
Autobiography	
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Charles	Darwin	
Fateful	Voyage	

	

	

I	could	not	employ	my	life	beier	than	in	adding	

a	liile	to	Natural	Science.			—		Charles	Darwin,	
Autobiography	
	
I	could	not	use	my	life	beier	than	in	adding	a	

liile	to	Natural	Science.		
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	Charles	Darwin	became	perhaps	the	world’s	most	
famous	naturalist,	but	he	didn’t	start	out	with	this	
ambi9on	at	all.	In	December	1831,	shortly	aner	studying	

medicine	and	gradua9ng	with	a	degree	in	theology,	

Charles	Darwin	was	invited	to	sail	aboard	the	ship,	The	
Beagle.	The	Bri9sh	Navy	was	funding	a	series	of	voyages	to	
chart	the	coast	of	South	America,	and	a	naturalist	was	

needed	to	collect	specimens	(samples)	of	plants,	animals,	

and	fossils	and	also	to	chart	the	landforms	of	the	places	

the	ship	visited.	The	captain	of	The	Beagle,	Captain	Robert	

Fitzroy,	invited	Darwin	to	take	on	that	role	when	the	
original	naturalist	did	not	go.	This	began	Darwin’s	five-year	

journey.	

	

Read	Rehearse	Retrieve	
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The	Beagle	

64	
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The	Galapagos	Islands	
	The	Beagle	stopped	in	1835	in	the	Galapagos	

(guh-LAH-puh-guhs)	Islands	to	collect	some	of	the	

islands’	giant	tortoises	for	food.	For	five	weeks	

they	explored	this	volcanic	archipelago,	a	group	of	
islands	approximately	1,000	kilometers	off	the	

west	coast	of	Ecuador	in	South	America.	Darwin	

was	astonished	at	the	diversity	of	animals	here.	

Some	were	unlike	any	species	he	had	ever	seen,	

and	many	turned	out	to	be	new	to	science	at	the	

9me.	He	spent	much	of	his	9me	on	land,	collec9ng	

and	recording	informa9on	into	notebooks	that	

would	engross	him	for	the	remainder	of	his	life.	
	

Read	Rehearse	Retrieve	
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Darwin	also	gathered	over	a	dozen	types	of	finches.	
He	no9ced	that	the	beaks	of	these	small	birds	were	

different,	but	seemed	perfectly	matched	to	their	

feeding	habits.	Because	the	finches	were	so	similar	in	

other	ways,	Darwin	believed	that	they	must	have	

adapted	from	a	single	species	that	had	perhaps	been	

blown	over	from	the	mainland	years	and	years	

earlier.	
	

	

Read	Rehearse	Retrieve	
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Adapta>on	of	Species	
	Darwin	no9ced	that	the	shape	of	the	shells	of	

Galapagos	tortoises	varied	depending	upon	the	

environment	of	the	island	they	inhabited.	Tortoises	with	

high,	dome-shaped	shells	lived	in	higher	al9tudes,	where	

there	was	rich	vegeta>on.	Here	they	grazed	on	low-
growing	plants.	In	the	lower,	desert-like	areas,	the	

tortoises	had	saddle-shaped	shells.	This	type	of	shell	

allowed	them	to	use	their	long	necks	to	reach	food	

growing	high	on	shrubs.	The	shell	of	each	appeared	

perfectly	suited	or	“adapted”	for	the	environment	in	
which	each	tortoise	lived.	Darwin	deduced	that	the	

habitat,	not	the	weather,	caused	differences	in	the	

evolu9on	of	the	species	on	these	islands.	
	
Read	Rehearse	Retrieve	
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Natural	Selec>on	
	The	Beagle	returned	to	England	the	next	year.	

Charles	Darwin	took	his	notebooks	of	observa9ons	and	

spent	the	next	thirty	years	studying	and	researching.	

He	later	developed	and	published	his	theory	in	The	

Origin	of	the	Species	in	1859.	Darwin	hypothesized	
that	each	genera9on	of	a	species	changes	slightly	from	

the	previous	one.	This	change	may	make	it	less	fit	for	

survival	or	improve	the	species	chances	of	survival	in	

an	environment.	He	believed	that	more	species	have	a	

beier	chance	for	survival	and	reproduce	in	greater	
numbers.	Genera9ons	later,	the	offspring	could	

become	a	different	species.	
	
Read	Rehearse	Retrieve	
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	Forest	falcons	may	be	an	example	of	an	adapted	
species.	These	falcons	look	more	like	a	hawk	with	their	

short	wings,	long	tail,	and	very	acute	or	sharp	hearing.	

These	“adapta9ons”	make	them	more	agile	so	that	they	
can	easily	maneuver	in	forests	rather	than	fly	fast	in	open	

space	as	other	falcons	do.	During	his	life9me	many	people	
did	not	accept	his	theories.	Many	spoke	out	against	him,	

but	this	did	not	stop	him	from	studying	and	wri9ng	many,	

many	books.	When	he	died	in	1882,	he	was	honored	with	a	

state	burial	at	Westminster	Abbey	in	England.	Darwin’s	

chance	voyage	and	the	theories	that	followed	have	
influenced	the	way	we	think	about	the	diversity	of	life	on	

our	planet.	

	
	
Read	Rehearse	Retrieve	
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Context	Clues		
	•  Teach	students	to	use	context	clues	to	determine	

the	meaning	of	unknown	vocabulary.			
	

•  However,	if	a	student	reads	100	unfamiliar	words	
in	print,	he/she	will	only	learn	between	5	to	15	
words.			
	(Nagy,	Hermann,	&	Anderson,	1985;	Swanborn	&	de	Glopper,	1999)	

	

•  For	students	to	add	an	unknown	vocabulary	term	
to	their	personal	lexicon,	mul9ple	exposures	are	
needed.		

Morphemic	Analysis		

	

	

Morphemic	analysis	is	a	strategy	used	to	
determine	or	infer	the	meanings	of	words	by	

examining	their	meaningful	parts	(inflec9onal	

endings,	prefixes,	suffixes,	roots).		
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Morphemic	Analysis		

Prefixes	

	un	(not)	

	pre	(before)	

	

Roots	

	graph	(to	write)	

		 	therm	(heat)	

	port	(to	carry		

	

Suffixes		

	ful	(full)	

	9on	(a	noun)	
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Word	Learning	Strategies	-	Prefixes	

•  Elements	aiached	to	beginning	of	English	words	
that	alter	meaning.	

•  Prefixes	are	useful	because	they	are:	
–  used	in	many	words,	

–  consistently	spelled,	

–  easy	to	iden9fy,	

–  clear	in	meaning.	(Graves,	2004)	
	

•  Teach	very	common	prefixes.		Un,	re,	in,	and	dis	
found	in	58%	of	prefixed	words.	
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The	Most	Common	Prefixes	in	English	

Prefix Meaning % of prefixed 
words 

Examples 

un not; opposite 26% uncover, unlock, unsafe 

re   again; back 14%   rewrite, reread, return 

in/im/ir/il   not; into  11% incorrect, insert, inexpensive, 
illegal, irregular, inability 

dis away, apart, negative 7% discover, discontent, distrust 

en/em cause to 4% enjoy, endure, enlighten, entail 

mis wrong; bad 3% mistake, misread, misspell, 
misbehave 

pre before 3% prevent, pretest, preplan 

pro in favor of 1% protect, profess, provide, process 

a not; in, on, without 1% atypical, anemia, anonymous, 
apolitical, apathy 

Example	Prefix	Lesson	

On	screen.	

	

un	
un	means	not		or	opposite	
	

un9dy	

unorganized	

Introduce	the	prefix	

A	prefix	is	a	word	part	aiached	to	the	
beginning	of	English	words	that	alter	
meaning.	Some9mes	prefixes	help	you	
figure	out	the	meaning	of	words.	

This	prefix	is	un.	Un	means	not		or	
opposite.		What	does	the	prefix	un	
mean?	not	or	opposite	
	

Provide	examples	

The	first	word	is	un>dy.		If	a	room	was	
un>dy,	it	would	be	the	opposite	of	9dy.	
It	would	be	messy.	

The	next	word	is	unorganized.	If	Lynne	
was	unorganized,	she	would	not	be	
organized.		
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Example	Prefix	Lesson	

On	screen.	

un	
un	means	not		or	opposite	
1.   unbreakable	
2.   untruthful	
3.   unconcerned		

Guide	student	in	determining	
the	words	meaning.		
	

What	is	the	first	word?	unbreakable	
What	is	the	prefix?	un	What	is	the	
meaning	of	un?	not	or	opposite		Ones,	
tell	your	partner	the	meaning	of	
unbreakable.	not	breakable;	the	
opposite	of	breakable			Listen	to	my	
sentences	using	unbreakable.		The	
metal	box	is	unbreakable.		It	can	not	
be	broken.	Think	of	a	sentence	using	
unbreakable.	(Pause)		Twos	then	ones,	
share	your	sentence	with	your	partner.		
(Answers	will	vary.)	

Repeat	these	steps	with	untruthful	and	
unconcerned.	
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Example	Prefix	Lesson	

On	screen.	

	

1.   unkind	
2.   unlucky	
3.   unhelpful	
4.   unaffordable			

Check	students’	ability	to		
determine	a	word’s	meaning.		
Direc9ons:	Using	your	knowledge	of	

the	prefix	un,	determine	the	meaning	

of	the	word	and	write	a	sentence	using	

the	word.	

	

Example	

unkind	–	not	kind	or	the	opposite	of	
kind	

At	recess,	the	school	bully	tripped	his	

classmate.		The	bully	was	unkind.	
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Word	Learning	Strategies	-	Suffixes	
•  Elements	aiached	to	ending	of	English	words	
	
•  Can	change	the	part	of	the	speech	or	the	meaning.			

•  Suffixes	onen	have	abstract	and	difficult	to	explain	meanings.	For	
example,	-9on	indicates	“the	state	of	being”	as	in	comple9on,	the	
state	of	being	complete.	
	

•  Focus	on	common	deriva9onal	suffixes.	
	 	able,	ful,	less,	ness,	or	

	
•  Introduce	and	use	the	suffix	to	determine	the	meaning	of	a	

number	of	words	(ful	-helpful,	truthful,	mouthful,	joyful).		

•  But	not	always!			grateful	
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Most	Common	Suffixes	in	English	

Suffix Meaning %of prefixed 
words 

Examples 

s, es 
plural 

more than one 31% movies, wishes, hats, amendments 

ed  
past tense 

in the past 20% walked, jumped, helped 

ing 
present tense 

In the present 14% walking, jumping, helping 

ly 
adverb 

how something is 7% quickly, fearfully, easily, happily, 
majestically, nonchalantly 

er,or 
noun 

one who, what/that/which 4% teacher, tailor, conductor, boxer, 
baker, survivor, orator 

ion, tion, sion 
noun 

state, quality; act 4% action, erosion, vision, invitation, 
conclusion, condemnation  

able, ible 
adjective 

able to be, can be done 2% comfortable, likable, enjoyable, 
solvable, sensible, incredible 

al, ial 
adjective  

related to, like 1% fatal, cordial, structural, territorial, 
categorical 

Roots	

•  60	%	words	in	English	stem	from	Greek	and	

La9n	roots	

•  90%	science	and	technology	words	(Moats,	

2000)		

•  Introduce	roots	in	tandem	with	instruc9on	on	

passage	word	instruc9on.	
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Word	Learning	Strategies		
Roots	(Greek	and	La9n	Roots)	

When	teaching	a	word	with	a	Greek	or	La9n	root,	use	it	as	an	opportunity	to	
introduce	the	meaning	of	the	root.		Introduce	the	root	within	the	target	word	and	
then	expand	to	other	words.	
	

Example:			hydroelectricity	

�This	word	is	hydroelectricity.�	
�The	first	part	of	the	word	is	hydro.		Hydro	is	a	root	that	means	water.	
So	in	this	chapter	the	word	hydroelectricity	refers	to	electricity	
produced	by	the	movement	of	water.�	
�Let�s	look	at	some	other	words	that	include	hydro.�	

	dehydra9on	hydraulic	

	hydroplane	 	hydroelectric	

	hydrophone	hydrophobia	



Common	La9n	and	Greek	Roots	

aqua water Greek aquarium, aqueduct, aquaculture, aquamarine, aquaplane, aquatic 

aud hearing Latin audio, audition, audiovisual, auditorium, audiotape, inaudible 

auto self Greek autograph, autobiography, automobile, autocrat, autonomy 

astro star Greek astronomy, astrophysics, astrology, astronaut, astronomer, asterisk 

biblio book Greek Bible, bibliography, bibliophobia, bibliophile, biblioklept 

bio life Greek biography, biology,autobiography, bionic, biotic, antibiotic, biome, 
bioshere, biometrics 

chrono time Greek synchronize, chronology,chronic, chronicle, anachronism 

corp body Latin corpse, corporation, corps,incorporate, corporeal, corpulence 

demo the people Greek democracy, demography,epidemic, demotic, endemic, pandemic  

dic, dict speak, tell Latin dictate, dictation, diction, dictator, verdict, predict, contradict, 
benediction, jurisdiction, predict, indict, edict 

dorm sleep Latin dormant, dormitory, dormer, dormouse, dormition, dormitive 

geo earth Greek geology, geologist, geometry, geography, geographer, geopolitical, 
geothermal, geocentric 85	

Common	La>n	and	Greek	Roots	

graph to write, to draw Greek autograph, biography, photograph, telegraph, lithograph 

hydro water Greek hydroplane, dehydrate, hydroelectric, hydrogen, hydrophone 

ject throw Latin reject, deject, project, inject, injection, projection  

logos, logy study Greek geology, astrology, biology, numerology, zoology, technology, 
psychology, anthropology, mythology 

luna moon Latin lunar, lunacy, lunatic, interlunar 

meter measure Greek meter, thermometer, diameter, geometry, optometry, 
barometer, centimeter, symmetry, voltammeter  

mega great, large, big Greek megaphone,megalith, megalomania, megatons, megalopolis 

min small, little Latin minimal, minimize, minimum, mini, miniature, minuscule, 
minute, minority 

mit, mis send Latin mission, transmit, transmission, remit, missile,submission, 
permit, emit, emissary  

path feeling, 
suffering 

Greek pathetic, pathology, apathy, antipathy, sympathy, telepathy, 
empathy, sociopath 

ped foot Latin pedestrian, pedal, peddle, peddler, pedicure, pedometer 

philia love, friendship Greek philosopher, Philadelphia, philanthropist, philharmonic, Philip 86	

Common	La>n	and	Greek	Roots	

phono sound Greek phonograph, microphone, symphony, telephone, phonogram,  
megaphone, phony, euphony, xylophone, phony,  

photo light  Greek photograph, photosynthesis, telephoto, photometer, photophilia 

port carry Latin port, transport, transportation, portable, portage, report 

spect see Latin respect, inspection, inspector, spectator, spectacles,prospect 

scope look at Greek microscope, telescope, periscope, kaleidoscope, episcopal 

sol sun Latin solar, solar system, solstice, solarium, parasol 

struct build, 
form 

Latin instruct, instruction, construction, reconstruction, destruct, destruction, 
infrastructure, construe, instrument, instrumental 

tele distant Greek telephone, television,telegraph, telephoto, telescope, telepathy, telethon, 
telegenic  

terra land Latin territory, terrestrial, terrace, terrarium, extraterrestrial, Mediterranean Sea, 
terra cotta, subterranean 
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dic>onary,	glossary,	thesaurus		

Use	of	Reference	Materials	
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Mul>ple	Meaning	Words		
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Mul>ple	Meaning	Words	
As	Chad	drove	down	the	street,	rap	streamed	from	his	car.			
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Mul>ple	Meaning	Words	

Read	each	sentence.		Determine	the	meaning	of	

the	focus	word	as	it	appears	in	the	sentence.		

	

A.  Rachel	will	edit	her	first	drah	before	turning	her	essay	in.	

B.  In	the	drah,	football	players	aiempted	to	gain	a	posi9on	on	

a	professional	football	team.		

C.  A	cold	drah	streamed	through	the	open	window.	

D.  Many	young	men	entered	the	army	during	the	drah.	
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Mul>ple	Meaning	Words	
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Mul>ple	Meaning	Words	
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Prac>ce	Ac>vi>es		
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Prac>ce	Ac>vi>es		

	

1. Answer	ques9ons	
2. Categorize	or	sort	words	
3. Prac9ce	involving	wri9ng	
4. Games		
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Vocabulary	Review	
Answer	Ques9ons	

1.  suffrage   
2.  majority 
3.  tariff 
4.  nullify 
5.  secede 
6.  bureaucracy 

•  when states left the United 
States 

•  more than 1/2 of the votes for 
a law 

•  extra tax paid on a import or 
export 

•   a government agency where 
non-elected people carry out 
government business 

•  to cancel an agreement 
•  right to vote 
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Example	Prac9ce	Ac9vity	-	

Yes/No/Why								Ask	ques9ons	

1.  Do territories that are possessions have 
autonomy?  
  

2.  Can incidents cause compassion?  
 

3.  Do people always comply with their 
obligations?   

 
(Beck, Perfetti, & McKeown, 1982; Curtis & Longo, 1997)  Items taken from REWARDS PLUS, Sopris 

West. 
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Prac>ce	–	Comparisons	
Answer	Ques9ons						

The	Family	Under	the	
Bridge	(Chapter	1)	
	

	

1.		cowered	

2.		fragile	

3.		gra>tude	

4.		loitering	

5.		roguish		

• Why	is	reading	a	book	in	the	library	

not	considered	loitering	while	
standing	in	front	of	a	mini	market	is	

considered	loitering?	

• Why	might	we	have	gra>tude	for	a	
kind	classmate	and	not	for	a	roguish	
classmate?	
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Example	Prac>ce	Ac>vity	-	

Comple>on	Ac>vity					Ask	Ques9ons		

1.  confine:   to hold or keep in; to limit; imprison 
 Things that can be confined 
are____________________________________
_____. 

2.  persistent:  refusing to give up; determined 
 I was very persistent when ____________. 

3.  dispersal: send off in different directions  
 At school, dispersal might involve_______. 

4.  globalization:  condition when something 
spreads across the world 
 Today, globalization involves the dispersal 
of________. 

(Curtis & Longo, 1997) 
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Example	Prac>ce	Ac>vity	–	

Lis>ng	Ac>vity					Ask	Ques9ons		

Make	a	list	of	words	that	

relate	to	the	vocabulary	

term	agriculture.		
	
	
You	will	have	one	minute	to	

write	as	many	words	as	

possible.	

	

Count	the	number	of	words.	

TOTAL____________	

Agriculture	
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Example	Prac>ce	Ac>vity	–	
Lis>ng	Ac>vity					Ask	Ques9ons		

Make a list of words that relate to 
the vocabulary term agriculture.  
 
 
You will have one minute to write as 
many words as possible. 
 
Count the number of words. 
TOTAL____________ 

Example List 
 
Agriculture 

 crops 
 corn 
 soy 
 broccoli 
 grass 
 food 
 onions 
 carrots 
 beans 
 animals 
 cattle 
 chickens 
 sheep 
 horses 
 farm 
 farmer 
 barn 
 pasture 
 irrigation 
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Example	Prac>ce	Ac>vity	–	
Mul>ple	Choice	Ac>vity					Ask	Ques9ons		
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Which	of	these	is	the	BEST	defini9on	for	precipitaOon.		
	

1.   Precipita>on	refers	to	water	on	the	earth	as	a	result	of	rain,	sleet,	snow,	or	hail.	
	

2.   Precipita>on	refers	to	all	of	the	water	on	earth	including	water	in	oceans,	rivers,	and	
streams.	

	

3.   Precipita>on	refers	to	water	molecules	that	fall	from	the	sky	as	rain,	sleet,	snow,	and	

hail.	

	

4.   Precipita>on	refers	to	rain,	sleet,	snow,	and	hail	and	all	other	forms	of	water	found	on	

the	earth.	

Example	Prac>ce	Ac>vity	–	
Conversa>on						Ask	Ques9ons		

1.   Provide each partnership 
with a list of vocabulary 
words. 

 
2.  Have the students engage 

in a conversation using the 
vocabulary words. 

 
3.  Have students check off 

the words as the words are 
used.  

Revolutionary War  
	

1. 	Colonies	

	

2. 	Taxes	

3.. 	Grievances	

4. 	Representa9on	

5.		 	Revolu9on	

		

6. 	Independence	

7.		 		Democracy		
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Example	Prac>ce	Ac>vity	-	Odd	Word	Out		
(Rasinski,	Padak,	Nelson,	Nelson,	2007 	 	 	Word	Sor9ng		

Read the four words.  With your partner determine which 
word doesn’t fit with the other words.  Generate all possible 

ways to eliminate a word.   
 

humiliate   emancipate 
 
abuse    cruelty 
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Example	Prac>ce	Ac>vity	-		

Word	Pairs	(Stahl	&	Kapinus,	200l)								Sort	Words	

Word Pair Same Opposite Go 
Together 

No 
Relationship 

nomad - 
wanderer 

 
      

nomad- 
settler 

 
        

desert-
city 
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Example	Prac9ce	Ac9vity	-	Word	Sorts										
(Gillei	&	Temple,	1983)		

Word Bank 
Senators   House    Laws 
Justices   Senate    Constitution 
Vice president   Congress   Unconstitutional 
President   Supreme Court   Declare war 
Representatives  Agriculture Department  Amend Constitution 
Cabinet   Defense Department  Collect Taxes 
Departments   District Courts   Veto Bills 
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Example	Prac>ce	Ac>vity	-	Word	Sorts										
(Gillei	&	Temple,	1983)	

Legislative Branch Executive Branch Judicial Branch 
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Example	Prac9ce	Ac9vity	-	Seman9c	Mapping	
(Heimlich	&	Piielman) 	 	Word	Sor9ng		

Directions: 
1.  Have students brainstorm words that come to 

mind when given a target word. 
 

2.  Have students brainstorm possible categories 
for the words. 
 

3.  Have students arrange words in categories.   
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Example	Prac>ce	Ac>vity-		

Sentence	Subs>tu>on					Wri9ng					

 

  
1,  The events are in chronological order. 

2.  The Titans caused a great tumult in the 
skies. 

 
(Lively, August, Carlo, & Snow, 2003) 
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Example	Prac9ce	Ac9vity	-	�Meaningful		Sentences��
Wri9ng																																			(adapted	from	Success	for	All)	

•  Students write a sentence answering three to 
four of these questions: 
 who, what, when, where, why, how 

•  Not OK 
 It was meager. 

•  OK 
 At the end of the month, our dinners were 
meager because we had little money. 
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irriga9on		

Write a sentence that includes 
the word irrigation.   
 
Answer at least three of these 
questions in your sentence: 
when, where, what, why,  
how.  
 
Sentence: 
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irriga9on	check	for	understanding	

Write	a	sentence	that	includes	
the	word	irrigaAon.		Answer	at	
least	three	of	these	ques9ons	
in	your	sentence:	when,	where,	
what,	why	how.			

	

Example	Sentence:		In	July,	
farmers	in	Michigan	begin	
irrigaOon	because	of	the	hot,	
dry	days	that	could	kill	or	
damage	crops.	
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Example	Prac9ce	Ac9vity-	

Sentence		Wri9ng	–	Two	Words	

• The	Family	Under	
the	Bridge	(Chapter	1)	

1.   cowered	
2.   fragile	
3.   gra>tude	
4.   loitering	
5.   roguish		

•  Write a sentence that contains two of 
the words.  You can change the form of 
the word.  The sentence must make 
sense and demonstrate your 
understanding of the words. 

•  Example 
•  The children could not be caught 

loitering in the park so they cowered 
under the bridge.  
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agriculture and irrigation  
 

Write a sentence that contains the 
words agriculture and irrigation. 
 
Share your sentences with your 
partner. 

 Sentence: 
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agriculture and irrigation  
check understanding  

Write a sentence that contains the 
words agriculture and irrigation. 
 
Share your sentences with your 
partner. 

Example Sentence: 
One of the methods that must be 
used in agriculture is irrigation in 
which water is distributed to 
support plant growth. 
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Prac>ce	Ac>vi>es	-	Games	

Card games  
–  Students make decks of cards with vocabulary term 

and synonym or definition. 
–  Play using format of popular games. 

–  Go Fish 
–  Concentration 
–  Old Maid 

Other games can be used to review vocabulary 
–  Jeopardy 
–  Charades 
–  Pictionary 
 

117 

Prac>ce	Ac>vi>es	-	Games	

 
Heads Up 
 
One player holds word above his/her head.   
 
Other students  give hints about the word. 
 
Player guesses what the word is.  When 
correct, another word is used.  This continues 
until time is up.   
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Conclusion		

�Words are all we have.� 
 
    Samuel Beckett 
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