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Fact #1

English has 
more than a 
million words.  
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Fact #2

We cannot teach 
all million words. 

6



Fact #3

All students are 
English Language 
Learners. 
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Fact #4

By the end of high 
school, college-ready 
students will need to 
acquire about 80,000 
words. (Hirsh, 2003)
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Fact #5

Words with concrete 
references are easier to 
learn and retain than 
abstract words. 

glacier VS altruism

(Portage Glacier)
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Fact #6

Many words are 
members of word 
families. 

relate
related
relates
relating
relation
relations
relatedness
interrelated
interrelation
correlate
correlation
relationship
interrelationship 
age-related
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Fact #7

Words are included in 
Knowledge Networks. 

11



Fact #8
Numerous instructional approaches and activities 
must be utilized to optimize vocabulary gains.
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Importance of  Vocabulary Instruction

•Receptive Language
• Reading Comprehension (Chall, Jacobs, & Baldwin, 1990; Nagy, 2005; 

Scarborough, 1998, Stahl & Fairbanks, 1987)

• Listening Comprehension

•Expressive Language 
• Writing
• Speaking
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Why - Vocabulary Instruction

Vocabulary is related to reading 
comprehension.

“Indeed, one of the most enduring findings 
in reading research is the extent to which 
students’ vocabulary knowledge relates to 
their reading comprehension.”

(Osborn & Hiebert, 2004)
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Importance of  Vocabulary Instruction

•Overall Reading Achievement 

•Overall School Success 

•Hallmark of an Educated Individual (Beck, McKeown, 
Kucan, 2002)
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Vocabulary Gap
Students enter school with different levels of vocabulary.  

(Hart and Risley, 1995)

Cumulative Vocabulary (Age 4) 

Children from professional families 1100 words

Children from working class families 700 words

Children from welfare families 500 words
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Vocabulary Gap –
Meaningful Differences in Cumulative Experiences

(Hart & Risley, 1995)

Words 
heard
per hour 

Words heard 
in a 100-hour 
week

Words heard 
in 5,200 hour 
year

3 years

Welfare 620 62,000 3 million 10 million

Working 
Class

1,250 125,000 6 million 20 million

Professional 2,150 215,000 11 million 30 million
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Importance of Vocabulary Instruction
Vocabulary Gap

• Linguistically “poor” first graders knew 5,000 words; 
linguistically “rich” first graders knew 20,000 words. (Moats, 
2001)

• Children who enter school with limited vocabulary 
knowledge grow more discrepant over time from their 
peers who have rich vocabulary knowledge. (Baker, Simmons, 
& Kame’enui, 1997)

• The number of words students learn varies greatly.
• 2 versus 8 words per day
• 750 versus 3000 words per year
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Importance of Vocabulary Instruction
Vocabulary Gap

• Gap in word knowledge persists though 
the elementary years. (White, Graves, & Slater, 1990)

• The vocabulary gap between struggling 
readers and proficient readers grows each 
year.  (Stanovich, 1986)
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Importance of Vocabulary Instruction
Vocabulary Gap

• After the primary grades, the “achievement 
gap” between socioeconomic groups is a 
language gap.  (Hirsh, 2002) 

• For English Language Learners, the 
“achievement gap” is primarily a 
vocabulary gap.  (Carlo, et al., 2004) 
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SELECTION OF VOCABULARY 
FOR EXPLICIT INSTRUCTION
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Preparation for Explicit Vocabulary 
Instruction 

• Selecting words for instruction
• Adopting, adapting, or developing  

definitions 
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Selection of Vocabulary

• Limit number of words given in depth
instruction to 4 to 5 words per session.  
(Robb, 2003)

(Additional words can be given “lighter 
touch” instruction.)

• Select words that are unknown.
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Selection of Vocabulary

• Select words that are critical to 
understanding.

• Select words that students are likely to 
encounter in the future and are generally 
useful. (Stahl, 1986)
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Types of Words 
(Beck & McKeown, 1985; Beck, McKeown & Omanson, 1987; Beck, McKeown & Kucan, 2002) 

• Tier One – Conversational Words 
• Most frequent words in language
• Students acquire on their own. 

• Examples:  chair, bed, happy, house
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Types of Words 

• Tier Two – General Academic Vocabulary
• Less likely to be learned independently
• Used across domains
• Suitcase Words

• Examples:  analyze, summarize, determine, 
demonstrate, compare, contrast
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Types of Words 
Tier Three - Domain Specific Academic 
Vocabulary

• Low frequency words
• Limited to a specific domain 
• Critical for content area understanding and 

growth

• Examples by domain
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Types of Words 
• Tier Three - Rare words limited to a specific 
domain 

• Domain Specific Academic Vocabulary
Language Arts 

exposition folktale rhetoric

rising action declarative
sentence

diction

falling action dependent clause syntax

resolution idiom parallelism
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Types of Words 
• Tier Three - Rare words limited to a specific 
domain 

• Domain Specific Academic Vocabulary
Math 

array median line segment

estimate mode endpoints

equivalent perimeter ray

median parallel intersect
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Types of Words 
• Tier Three - Rare words limited to a specific 
domain 

• Domain Specific Academic Vocabulary
Health

nutrition fitness development

balanced diet reproduction virus

sanitary puberty infection

physical activity heredity diseases  
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Types of Words 
• Tier Three - Rare words limited to a specific 
domain 

• Domain Specific Academic Vocabulary
Social Studies 

consumer natural resources revolution

customs region continent

environment democracy veto

geography treaty interdependence 
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Types of Words 
• Tier Three - Rare words limited to a specific 
domain 

• Domain Specific Academic Vocabulary
Science

ecosystem rock cycle mitosis

habitat states of matter metaphase

organism water cycle anaphase

forces mass telephase
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Types of Words
• Tier Three - Rare words limited to a specific 
domain 

• Domain Specific Academic Vocabulary
Visual Arts Music PE
illustrate crescendo posture
focal point diminuendo balance
still life accent cardiovascular
linear
perspective 

fortissimo warm up
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Selection of vocabulary

Select words that have word relatives.
.

imperial
imperialism
imperialistic 
imperialistically
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Selection of Vocabulary
Select words that contain “meaningful parts” (prefix, 
suffix, root) that would generalize to other vocabulary 
terms.

•autobiography 
• auto – self 

•other words 
• automobile
• autocrat
• autoimmune system
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Explicit Vocabulary Instruction –
Selection of vocabulary

Select words that are more difficult to 
obtain.

• Words having an abstract versus concrete 
reference

• Words with no known synonym
• Words not clearly defined in passage
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Selection of Vocabulary - Summary

Select a limited number of words.
Select words that are unknown.
Select words critical to passage or unit 
understanding.
Select words that can be used in the future.
Select words that have word relatives.
Select words that contain “meaningful parts” 
(prefix, suffix, root).
Select difficult words that need interpretation.
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Selection of Words for Explicit Vocabulary 
Instruction (Narrative Text)

Enemy Pie by Derek Munson   
Second Grade  Read-Aloud

perfect disgusting nervous

trampoline earthworms invited

enemy ingredients relieved

recipe horrible boomerang
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Selection of Words for Explicit 
Vocabulary Instruction (Narrative Text)

Reading Level: Eighth Grade Passage:  Breaker’s Bridge
Series:  Prentice Hall Words: *Selected for instruction in manual.  

obstacle* district amplify

writhing* gorge imperial

piers* miniature emerged

executioner* defeated insult

immortals* desperation deposited

emperor supervising deadline
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Selection - Vocabulary

41

Text: American Journey  Chapter 11, Section 1
Publisher: Glencoe         Jacksonian Democracy
favorite son majority plurality mudslinging

landslide nominating 
convention

tariff suffrage

nullify secede



Additional Hints
• Teach the easiest member of the word family and 
transfer the meaning to the word in the text.  
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Word in Text Teach this Word

piteously pity
desperation desperate
employability
commonality
abstractedness 



Additional Hints

Order words sematically. 

• (Beck, McKeown, & Kucan, 2002; Marzano & Marzano, 1988; 
Wixson, 1986)
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Order Words Semantically

When possible, teach clusters of words that are 
meaningfully related. 

Math: angles, acute, right, obtuse, straight

Science: cell, nucleus, mitochondrion, vacuole, cell 
membrane, cell wall, chromosome

Social Studies: colony, ethnic group, migration, 
society, settlement, settler
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Order Words Semantically

Rocks

minerals sediment pollution

igneous rocks sedimentary
rocks

rock cycle

magma fossil classify
lava humus metamorphic 

rocks 

45



Order Words Semantically
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Rocks

Igneous
Rocks 

Sedimentary 
Rocks

Metamorphic 
Rocks



Order Words Semantically
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Rocks

Igneous
Rocks 

Sedimentary 
Rocks

Metamorphic 
Rocks

• rocks 
• formed when 

melted rock 
material cools 
and hardens

• rocks
• made of bits of 

matter joined 
together

• rocks
• formed under heat 

and pressure
• from another kind 

of rock 

• a naturally formed solid 
• in the crust
• made of up of one or 

more kinds of minerals



1. Colonies

2. Taxes

3.. Grievances

4. Representation

5.  Revolution

6. Independence

7.  Democracy 
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Order Words Semantically –
Revolutionary War Vocabulary



Additional Hints
• If the students already have a word relative in 
their vocabulary, relate the new word to the 
known word. 

49

Word Relative 
Known 

Relate known to new word found 
in text

execute executioner
mini miniature
amplifiers amplify



Student-friendly Explanations

• Dictionary Definition
• compulsory - (1) Employing compulsion; 

coercive. (2) Required by law or other rule.

• Student-Friendly Explanation
• Uses known words. 
• Is easy to understand.

• When something is compulsory, it is required 
and you must do it.
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On-line Dictionaries with
Student-friendly Explanations

Collins Cobuild Dictionary of American English
http://www.collinslanguage.com/free-online-cobuild-ESL-dictionary
dictionary.reverso.net/english/cobuild

Longman’s
http://www.ldoceonline.com
(Longman’s Dictionary of Contemporary English Online)

Heinle’s 
http://www.nhd.heinle17e.com/home.aspx
(Heinle’s Newbury Dictionary for American English)

Merriam Webster’s
http://www.learnersdictionary.com

(Pronunciation assistance:  www.howjsay.com)
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EXPLICIT VOCABULARY 
INSTRUCTION 
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Why - Vocabulary Instruction

“direct vocabulary instruction has an 
impressive track record of improving 
students’ background knowledge and 
comprehension of academic content”

Marzano, 2001, p. 69
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Why - Vocabulary Instruction
Teaching word meanings significantly improved 
children’s vocabulary knowledge as well as 
improving their comprehension of texts containing 
the taught words.  (Effect size .97)
(Stahl and Fairbanks, 1986)

Hattie Effect Size for Vocabulary Programs  0.67

Additional studies and research reviews (Bauman & 
Kami’enui, 1991; Beck, Perfetti, & McKeown, 1982;Beck & McKoewn, 1991; 
Blachowicz & Fisher, 2000; Bos & Anders, 1990; Bryant, Goodwin, Bryant & 
Higgins, 2003; Graves, 1997; Jitendra, Edward, Sacks, Jacobson, 2004; 
McKeown, Beck, Omanson, & Perfetti, 1983; McKeown, Beck, Omanson, & 
Pople, 1985; Stahl & Fairbanks, 1986)
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Example 
Vocabulary Lesson 
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linear perspective  Introduce word’s pronunciation and 
meaning.

• parallel lines
• recede in the distance
• appear to get closer together  and 
converge

• creates illusion of depth and distance
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linear perspective   Illustrate with examples
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linear perspective Illustrate with Examples
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linear perspective Check understanding. 

How did the artist use linear perspective to create depth and distance? 
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linear perspective A Street in Venice by Sargent

How did the artist use linear perspective to create depth and distance? 
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EXPLICIT VOCABULARY 
INSTRUCTION 

General Academic 
Vocabulary
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Vocabulary Instructional Routine

Step 1: Introduce the word’s pronunciation.

Step 2:  Introduce the word’s meaning.

Step 3: Illustrate the word with examples.
(and non-examples when helpful) 

Step 4: Check students’ understanding.  
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Instructional Routine
Step 1.  Introduce the word’s pronunciation.

a) Show the word on the screen.
b) Read the word and have the students repeat the 

word.  
If the word is difficult to pronounce or unfamiliar 
have the students repeat the word a number of 
times or say the parts of the word as they tap.  

Introduce the word with me.

This word is compulsory.  What word?
compulsory Tap and say the parts in compulsory. 
com pul sor y  Compulsory is an adjective. 
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Instructional Routine (continued)

Step 2.  Introduce word’s meaning.
Option # 1.  Present a student-friendly explanation.

a) Tell students the explanation.  OR
b) Have them read the explanation with you.

Present the definition with me.

When something is compulsory, it is 
required and you must do it. So, if it is 
required and you must do it, it 
is____________.   compulsory
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Instructional Routine (continued)

Step 2.  Introduce word’s meaning.
Option # 2.  Have students locate the definition in the glossary 

or text.
a) Students locate the word in the glossary or text.
b) Students break the definition into the critical attributes 

(parts). OR
c) The teacher presents the attributes of the word’s definition.

Glossary Entry: An essay is a short nonfiction work 
about a particular subject.  Most essays have a 
single major focus and a clear introduction, body, and 
conclusion.

Essay
o Short
o Nonfiction work
o Particular subject
o Clear introduction, body, and conclusion
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Instructional Routine (continued)

Step 2.  Introduce word’s meaning.

Option # 3.   Introduce the word using
the morphographs in the word.

autobiography  
auto = self
bio = life
graph = letters, words, or 

pictures
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Instructional Routine (continued)

Step 3.  Illustrate the word with examples.  

1.  Concrete examples
a) Concrete object
b) Action – Acting out words after they are explicitly 

defined enhances word learning. (Silverman, 2007).

2.  Visual examples
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Instructional Routine (continued)

3.  Verbal examples

Present these examples with me.

Coming to school as 8th graders is compulsory.

Stopping at a stop sign when driving is
compulsory.

(Also discuss when the term might be used and who might use the term.)
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Instructional Routine (continued)

Step 4.  Check students’ understanding.
Option #1.  Ask deep processing questions.

Check students’ understanding with me.

Why do you think something becomes 
compulsory?
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Instructional Routine (continued)

Step 4.  Check students’ understanding.
Option #2.  Have students discern between
examples and non-examples.

Check students’ understanding with me.

Is going  to school in 9th grade compulsory? Yes

How do you know it is compulsory? It is required.

Is going to college when you are 25 compulsory? no

Why is it not compulsory? It is not required.  You get to choose
to go to college.  
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Instructional Routine (continued)

Step 4.  Check students’ understanding.
Option #3.  Have students generate their own
examples.

Check students’ understanding with me.  

There are many things at this school that are
compulsory?  Think of as many things as you can.

Talk with your partner.  See how many things
you can think of that are compulsory.
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EXPLICIT VOCABULARY 
INSTRUCTION 
Domain-Specific 

Academic Vocabulary
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Vocabulary Instructional Routine

Step 1: Introduce the word’s pronunciation.

Step 2:  Introduce the word’s meaning.

Step 3: Illustrate the word with examples.
(and non-examples when helpful) 

Step 4: Check students’ understanding.  
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Instructional Routine 
Step 1.  Introduce the word’s pronunciation.

a) Show the word on the screen.
b) Read the word and have the students repeat the 

word.  
If the word is difficult to pronounce or unfamiliar 
have the students repeat the word a number of 
times or say the parts of the word as they tap.  

Introduce the word with me.

This word is suffrage. What word? suffrage 
Tap and say the parts of the word. suf frage 
Read the word by parts.   suf frage 
What word? suffrage  Suffrage is a noun.  
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Instructional Routine (continued)

Step 2.  Introduce word’s meaning. 
Option # 1.  Present a student-friendly explanation.

a) Tell students the explanation.  OR
b) Have them read the explanation with you.

Present the definition with me.

When someone has suffrage, they have 
the right to vote in an election.
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Instructional Routine (continued)

Step 2.  Introduce word’s meaning. 
Option # 2.  Have students locate the definition in
the glossary or text and break the definition into the
critical attributes.  OR  Present the definition using
critical attributes.

Glossary: Suffrage - the right to vote

suffrage
- the right 
- to vote 
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Instructional Routine (continued)

Step 2.  Introduce word’s meaning.
Option # 3. Introduce the word using the meaningful 

parts in the word.

autobiography  
auto = self
bio = life
graph = letters, words, or pictures

hydroelectricity
hydro = water

telescope
tele = distant
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Instructional Routine (continued)

Step 3.  Illustrate the word with examples. 

a. Concrete examples
- objects
- acting out

a. Visual examples
b. Verbal examples
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Instructional Routine (continued)

Suffrage Examples

When the United States was founded only white 
men with property had suffrage.

At the time of the American Civil War, most 
white men had been granted suffrage.
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Instructional Routine (continued)

Suffrage Examples

In 1920, women were 
granted suffrage. The 
passage of the Nineteenth 
Amendment granted 
women the right to vote in 
all United States elections.
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Instructional Routine (continued)

Suffrage Examples

The Voting Rights Act of 
1965 outlawed 
discriminatory voting 
practices that denied 
suffrage to many African 
Americans in the United 
States.
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Instructional Routine (continued)

Step 4.  Check students’ understanding.
Option #1.  Ask deep processing questions.
Check students’ understanding with me.

Why is suffrage a critical aspect of a democracy?

Begin by saying or writing:

Suffrage is a critical aspect of democracy for the following 
reasons.  First, ____________
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Instructional Routine (continued)

Step 4.  Check students’ understanding.
Option #2.  Have students discern
between examples and non-examples.

Check students’ understanding with me.

Tell me suffrage or not suffrage.

The right to run for elected office.  not suffrage  Why not?
The right to vote. suffrage  Why?
The right to develop ads for a candidate.  not suffrage 

Why not?
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Instructional Routine (continued)

Step 4.  Check students’ understanding.
Option #3.  Have students generate their own 
examples.

Check students’ understanding with me.

Make a list of ways that suffrage could be limited 
or compromised. 
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Instructional Routine (continued)

suffrage noun
suffragist noun

In 1917, all women in the United 
States did not have suffrage, the 
right to vote.  Suffragists in New 
York City collected more than a 
million signatures of women 
demanding voting rights.  They 
then paraded down Firth Avenue 
with the signature placards. 
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Instructional Routine (continued)

(Displayed on the screen.)

parallel          adj

• two lines  
• equal distance from

each other
• will not intersect 

1. Introduce the word.

• This word is parallel.  
What word? parallel
Tap and say the syllables 
in parallel.

• Again. 
• What word? parallel 
• Write the word parallel in 

your log. (Circulate and 
monitor.)
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Instructional Routine (continued)

(Displayed on the screen.)

parallel          adj

• two lines  
• equal distant from 

each other
• will not intersect 

2. Introduce the word’s 
meaning .

• Let’s read the parts of the 
definition.  

- two lines 
- equal distance from each 

other
- will not intersect 
• When we have two lines that 

are equal distant from each 
other and will never intersect, 
we say the lines are 
_________. parallel

• List the parts of the definition 
in your  math log. 
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Instructional Routine (continued)

3. Illustrate with examples and non-
examples.

These two lines are parallel.  They are 
equal distant from each other and will 
never intersect.  
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Instructional Routine (continued)

3. Illustrate with examples and non-
examples.
These two lines are not parallel.  They are 
not equal distant from each other and 
intersect.  
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3. Illustrate with examples and non-examples.

These two lines are not parallel.  They are 
not equal distant from each other and will 
intersect.
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3. Illustrate with examples and non-examples.

Hold your arms straight up so that your 
arms are parallel.  

Now hold your arms in front of you so that 
your arms are parallel.  
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3. Illustrate with examples and non-examples.

Hold your arms above your head.  Make 
them not parallel. 

Now hold your arms in front of you so that 
your arms are not parallel.  
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4.  Check students’ understanding using examples and non-examples.  

Agree/Disagree/Why 
These lines are parallel. 
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4.  Check students’ understanding using examples and non-examples.  

Agree/Disagree/Why 
These lines are parallel. 
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4.  Check students’ understanding using examples and 
non-examples. 

4. Check students’ understanding.
Have students generate examples and 
non-examples.

Make a T chart.  Label the columns 
parallel and not parallel.  Add 
examples and non-examples of parallel 
and not parallel.  (Model by drawing a 
t-chart and adding labels.)
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Example T Chart
• Parallel                               Not Parallel
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coordinate plane



coordinate plane noun

coordinate plane
•A coordinate plane is a two‐dimensional 
surface formed by two intersecting, 
perpendicular number lines on which points are 
plotted and located by their x and y coordinates. 
The lines intersect at the point (0,0) called the 
origin. The axes divide the plane into four 
sections, called quadrants.



coordinate plane synonyms

• synonyms
• coordinate grid
• 4‐quadrant plane
• 4‐quadrant grid



• A coordinate plane has:
• a horizontal axis (x‐axis)
• a vertical axis (y‐axis) 
• axes intersect at a right 
angle

• point of intersection called 
the origin (0,0)

• four sections called 
quadrants

coordinate plane example



coordinate plane example

• A coordinate plane can be used to graph 
points called ordered pairs. 

• The first coordinate is the x‐coordinate and 
located on the x‐axis. The second coordinate is 
the y‐coordinate and located on the y‐axis. 

• Ordered pairs are written in parentheses. 
Examples: (2, 6) and (‐4, ‐1)



coordinate plane ‐examples and non‐examples 

Examples Non‐
Examples



coordinate plane check understanding

A coordinate plane is formed by two 
intersecting axes.
Ones, tell your partner how many quadrants are 
formed in a coordinate plane and what the point of 
intersection is called.
“There are ______ quadrants in a coordinate plane. The point of intersection is 
called the _______.”

Twos, tell your partner the name of the horizontal and 
vertical axes.
“The name of the horizontal axis is the  ______ , the name of the vertical axis is 
the ________.”



EXPLICIT VOCABULARY 
INSTRUCTION PRACTICE
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Practice 1 

• Displayed on screen. 

• migrate • 1. Introduce the word’s 
pronunciation.

• This word is migrate.   What 
word? migrate

• Tap and say the syllables in 
migrate. mi grate

• Again. mi grate
• What word? migrate 
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Practice 1
• Displayed on 

screen. 

• migrate 

2. Introduce the word’s meaning.
• Present a student-friendly explanation.
• When birds or other animals move from one 

place to another at a certain time each year, they 
migrate. (Move your hand from one place to 
another to symbolize migrate. Have students do 
the action with the word migrate.) 

So if birds move from one place to a new place 
in the winter or spring, we say the birds 
_____________. migrate 

• Animals usually migrate to find a warmer place 
to live or to get food.  When animals migrate, 
they move a long distance.
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Practice 1 

• 3. Illustrate the word with examples. 
• Sandhill Cranes fly from the North to the 

South so they can live in a warmer place.
• Sandhill Cranes __________________. 

migrate

• The wildebeests of Africa move to a new 
place so that they can find water and 
grass.  

• Wildebeests _________________.  
migrate
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Practice 1

4. Check students’ 
understanding.

(Deep processing question.) 

• Why do we say that birds who 
fly from tree to tree during the 
day don’t migrate? 

• Why do we say that birds who 
fly from Canada to Mexico when 
it gets cold migrate?  
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Practice 1
5. Introduce word family.

•Let’s learn additional words in the 
“migrate” word family.   Notice that the 
words have similar spellings and 
meanings.  

•Echo read the words.
•migrate migrate
•migration  migration
•migrant migrant

•
I am going to read.  When I stop, say 
the next word.  (Read and discuss the 
paragraph.)
•

109

migrate
migration
migrant

Vaux Swifts migrate each 
autumn. There migration
begins in Canada and 
extends to Mexico. These 
tiny migrants seek warm 
weather.  



Practice 2

• Displayed on screen. 

• survive 
1. Introduce the word’s 

pronunciation.
This word is survive.  What word? 

survive 

Tap and say the syllables in 
survive. sur vive

Again. sur vive
What word? survive
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Practice 2

• Displayed on 
screen. 

• survive 

2. Introduce the word’s meaning.
Present a student-friendly 
explanation.

•
When people or animals don’t die when 
things are very bad or dangerous, they 
survive.  

So when people or animals don’t die when 
things are very bad or dangerous, they 
__________. survive
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Practice 2

• 3. Illustrate the word with 
examples. 

• These people are paddling 
down a rapid river.  Their trip 
is very dangerous.  However, 
they don’t get hurt or die, 
they __________. 

• survive
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Practice 2 

• 3. Illustrate the word with 
examples. 

• While the hurricane winds 
destroyed houses, cars, and 
stores, these residents did  
_______________. survive
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Practice 2
4. Check students’ understanding.
• (Examples and Non-Examples) 
• If the winter was very cold and all food was buried under 

snow, would whooping cranes survive? _______ no 
• Ones, tell your partner why they wouldn’t survive.  Begin by 

saying: The whooping cranes would not survive 
because___.

• If the whooping cranes had plenty of food and the weather 
was warm, would they survive? _____ yes 

Twos, tell your partner why they would survive.  Begin by 
saying: The whooping cranes would survive because 
________.
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Practice 2  (Displayed on screen. See next slide for teacher 
instruction.)  

• Word Family – Extension
survive

• survived
• survival
• survivors 
•

Most animals did not survive the force 
of this forest fire. These elk survived 
the dangerous flames by escaping into 
a nearby river. Their survival was a 
miracle.  They were some of the only 
survivors. 
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Practice 2  
• (Teacher instruction.)

• Let’s learn additional words in the 
“survive” word family.   Notice that 
the words have similar spellings 
and meanings.  

• Echo read the words.
• survive survive
• survived survived

survival survival
• survivors survivors

I am going to read.  When I stop, 
say the next word.  (Read and 
discuss the paragraph.)
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• (Displayed on screen.)
• Word Family – Extension

survive
• survived
• survival
• survivors 
•

Most animals did not survive the 
force of this forest fire. These elk 
survived the dangerous flames by 
escaping into a nearby river. Their 
survival was a miracle.  They were 
some of the only survivors. 



Practice 3

• Displayed on screen. 

• classify v
1. Introduce the word’s 

pronunciation.
This word is classify.  What  word? 
classify
Tap and say the syllables. class i fy
Again. class i fy
What word? classify

Classify is a verb, an action word.
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Practice 3 
• Displayed on screen. 

• classify  v 
2. Introduce the word’s meaning.
Present a student-friendly 

explanation.

• To classify things means to divide them into 
groups or types so that things with similar 
characteristics are in the same group. 

• When you divide things into groups or types, 
you  _______________. classify 

• Items in the group have similar 
characteristics. 
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Practice 3 
• Displayed on screen. 

• classify  v 

• synonyms
• categorize
• group
• sort 
• order

2. Introduce the word’s 
meaning.

•
Echo read the synonyms for 
classify. 

• categorize categorize 
• group group
• sort  sort
• order order

119



Step 3: Illustrate the word with examples.
(and non-examples when helpful) 

• You could classify 
vehicles into these three 
groups: vehicles that travel 
by land, vehicles that 
travel by air, vehicles that 
travel by sea.   

Ones, tell your partner a 
vehicle in each group. 
(Pause)  Twos, tell your 
partner a vehicle in each 
group. 
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Step 3: Illustrate the word with examples.
(and non-examples when helpful) 

• We can classify rocks as 
igneous rock, sedimentary 
rock, and metamorphic 
rock.  (Point to each type 
of rock.)
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Practice 3
• Step 4: Check students’ understanding.

• We can classify animals with backbones 
(vertebrates) into groups.  For example, one 
group would be birds.

• With your partner, list other groups with similar 
characteristics that could be used to classify
animals. (Circulate and monitor.  Record and 
share the students’ ideas.)
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Practice 3           Word Family 

• classify
• classifying
• classified
• classification

• In science, we classify things into 
groups based on similar characteristics.  
When classifying vertebrates, similar 
body traits are used.   Vertebrates can 
be classified into these groups: 
mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, 
and  fish. Classification is an important  
part of science studies. 
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Practice 3
(Displayed on screen.) (Teacher instruction.)

• classify
• classifying
• classified
• classification

• In science, we classify things 
into groups based on similar 
characteristics.  When 
classifying vertebrates, similar 
body traits are used.   
Vertebrates can be classified 
into these groups: mammals, 
birds, reptiles, amphibians, and  
fish. Classification is an 
important  part of science 
studies.

• These words are in the 
“classify” word family.  Echo 
read the words.

• classify  classify
• classifying  classifying
• classified  classified
• classification  classification

• I will read this paragraph.  When 
I stop, say the next word. 
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Practice 4
• Displayed on screen. 

• abundant 
adj

1. Introduce the word’s 
pronunciation.

This word is abundant.  What word? 
abundant

Tap and say the syllables. a bun dant
Again. a bun dant
What word? abundant

Abundant is an adjective.  
Abundant describes a noun.
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Practice 4 
• Displayed on screen. 

• abundant 
2. Introduce the word’s meaning.
•

Present a student-friendly 
explanation.

• When there is plenty of something, 
there is an abundant amount.  So, if 
you have plenty of something, you 
have an amount that is ________. 
abundant

• When you have a lot of something, 
there is an abundant amount.  So, if 
you have a lot of something, you have 
an amount that is ___. abundant
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Practice 4 
• Displayed on screen. 

• abundant
• synonyms 
• a lot
• plentiful
• bountiful

• antonyms
• not enough
• scarce

2. Introduce the word’s meaning.
•

Echo read the synonyms for 
abundant.

• a lot  a lot
plentiful  plentiful

• bountiful  bountiful

• Echo read the antonyms for 
abundant.

• not enough not enough
• scarce  scarce
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Practice 4

• 3.  Illustrate the word 
with examples. 

• This store has an 
abundant supply of 
canned food.  
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3.  Illustrate with examples. 

abundant pencils not abundant 
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3.  Illustrate with examples. 

abundant hats  not abundant
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Practice 4 
• 4.  Check Students’ understanding.
• (examples and non-examples)
• Get read to tell me if this would be abundant .  Say 
abundant or not.

• If you had 2 pencils for the school year? Not
• If you had 40 pencils for the school year? Abundant
• If your class had 800 books? Abundant 
• If the class had 8 books? Not
• If the family had enough food for one day? Not
• If the family had enough food for 3 months? 
Abundant
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Practice 4 
Check students’  understanding.

We would all like an abundant supply of some 
things.  Make a list of things that you want in 
abundance.  (Circulate and monitor.  Record and 
share students’ ideas.)
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Practice 5 

(Displayed on the screen.)

fossil  n
• any remains or imprint 
• of living things
• of the past 

1. Introduce the word’s 
pronunciation.

• This word is fossil.  
What word? fossil

• Fossil is a noun, a 
thing. 

• Write the word fossil in 
you science journal. 
(Circulate and monitor.)
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Practice 5 

(Displayed on the screen.)

fossil  n
• any remains or imprint 
• of living things
• of the past 

2. Introduce the word’s 
meaning .

• Let’s read the parts of the 
definition.  

- any remains or imprint 
- of living things 
- of the past

• When we have the remains of 
an ancient living thing, we 
have a ________. fossil

• List the parts of the definition 
in your  science journal. 
(Circulate and Monitor) 

•
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Practice 5
3. Illustrate with examples and non-examples.

This is a fossil.  The image of an ancient 
fish is imprinted on this material. 
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Practice 5
3. Illustrate with examples and non-examples 

This is not a fossil. This fish is living, not 
dead.  There are no remains of a fish from 
the past.   
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Practice 5
3. Illustrate with examples and non-examples. 

This is a fossil.  The remains (skeleton) of 
this ancient dinosaur is a fossil.
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Practice 5
3. Illustrate with examples and non-examples. 

This shell is a fossil.  The image of a 
shell from the past is imprinted in this 
material. This shell was once part of a 
living animal. 
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Practice 5
3. Illustrate with examples and non-examples. 

This ancient sword is NOT a fossil.  The 
sword is not a living thing.
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Practice 5 

4. Check students’ understanding.
Agree/Disagree/Why 

This leaf is a fossil. 
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Practice 5 

4. Check students’ understanding.
Agree/Disagree/Why 

This leaf is a fossil. 
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Practice 5

4. Check students’ understanding.
Agree/Disagree/Why 

This is a fossil. 
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Practice 5

4. Check students’ understanding.

Draw a picture of a fossil in your science 
journal.  
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Vocabulary Instructional Routine

Step 1: Introduce the word’s pronunciation.

Step 2:  Introduce the word’s meaning.

Step 3: Illustrate the word with examples.
(and non-examples when helpful) 

Step 4: Check students’ understanding.  
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Vocabulary Instruction - Extensions

1. Introduce the part of speech.

2. Introduce synonyms (same) and/or 
antonyms (opposite).

3. Tell students when and where the word is 
often used.

•
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Vocabulary Instruction - Extensions

4. Extend information about the vocabulary 
term.

5. When appropriate, introduce the history 
or origin of the word.

6. Introduce other words in the same word 
family.
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Vocabulary Instruction - Extensions
Remember: After a word has been taught, introduce students to the 

word relatives.

conform
conforms
conformed
conforming
conformity
conformist
non-conformist
non-conforming
non-conformity
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Vocabulary Logs or Flash Cards 

• What can be recorded on a vocabulary log or 
on flash cards?
• Word
• Meaning in their own words OR
• Critical attributes 
• Any of these options

• A sentence to illustrate the word’s meaning
• Examples and non-examples
• An illustration (quick draw)

.



Word Walls
• Create a word wall in your classroom

• Post a reminder of the context.
• The name of the passage
• The topic in science or social studies

• Post the vocabulary words. Number the words  
(1 – 10)

• Incorporate the words into classroom language.
• Encourage students to use the words when 
speaking and writing.
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VOCABULARY
PRACTICE ACTIVITIES
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Practice Activities 

1. Answer questions
2. Categorize or sort words
3. Practice involving writing
4. Games 

151



Vocabulary Review

1. suffrage
2. majority
3. tariff
4. nullify
5. secede
6. bureaucracy

• when states left the United 
States

• more than 1/2 of the votes for a 
law

• extra tax paid on a import or 
export

• a government agency where 
non-elected people carry out 
government business

• to cancel an agreement
• right to vote



Example Practice Activity -
Yes/No/Why        Ask questions

1. Do territories that are possessions have 
autonomy? 

2. Can incidents cause compassion? 

3. Do people always comply with their 
obligations?  

(Beck, Perfetti, & McKeown, 1982; Curtis & Longo, 1997)  Items taken from REWARDS PLUS, Sopris 
West.
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Practice - Comparisons    

The Family Under the 
Bridge (Chapter 1)

1.  cowered
2.  fragile
3.  gratitude
4.  loitering
5.  roguish 

• Why is reading a book in the 
library not considered loitering
while standing in front of a mini 
market is considered loitering?

• Why might we have gratitude for 
a kind classmate and not for a 
roguish classmate?
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Example Practice Activity -
Completion Activity Ask Questions 

1. confine:   to hold or keep in; to limit; imprison
Things that can be confined 
are_________________________________________
.

2. persistent:  refusing to give up; determined
I was very persistent when ____________.

3. dispersal: send off in different directions 
At school, dispersal might involve_______.

4. globalization:  condition when something spreads 
across the world
Today, globalization involves the dispersal of________.

(Curtis & Longo, 1997)
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Example Practice Activity –
Listing Activity Ask Questions 

Make a list of words that 
relate to the vocabulary 
term agriculture. 

You will have one minute 
to write as many words as 
possible.

Count the number of 
words.
TOTAL____________

Agriculture
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Example Practice Activity –
Listing Activity     Ask Questions 

Make a list of words that relate to 
the vocabulary term agriculture. 

You will have one minute to write 
as many words as possible.

Count the number of words.
TOTAL____________

Agriculture
crops
corn
soy
broccoli
grass
food
onions
carrots
beans
animals
cattle
chickens
sheep
horses
farm
farmer
barn
pasture
irrigation
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Example Practice Activity –
Multiple Choice Activity     Ask Questions 

158

Which of these is the BEST definition for precipitation. 

1.Precipitation refers to water on the earth as a result of rain, sleet, snow, or hail.

2.Precipitation refers to all of the water on earth including water in oceans, rivers, 
and streams.

3.Precipitation refers to water molecules that fall from the sky as rain, sleet, snow, 
and hail.

1.Precipitation refers to rain, sleet, snow, and hail and all other forms of water 
found on the earth.



Example Practice Activity –
Conversation      Ask Questions 

1. Provide each 
partnership with a list of 
vocabulary words.

2. Have the students 
engage in a 
conversation using the 
vocabulary words.

2. Have students check off 
the words as the words 
are used. 

Revolutionary War 

1. Colonies

2. Taxes

3.. Grievances

4. Representation

5.  Revolution

6. Independence

7.  Democracy 
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Example Practice Activity - Odd Word Out 
(Rasinski, Padak, Nelson, Nelson, 2007 Word Sorting 

Read the four words.  With your partner determine which
word doesn’t fit with the other words.  Generate all 

possible ways to eliminate a word.  

humiliate emancipate

abuse cruelty
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Example Practice Activity -
Word Pairs (Stahl & Kapinus, 200l)        Sort Words

Word Pair Same Opposite Go 
Together

No 
Relationship

nomad -
wanderer

nomad-
settler

desert-
city
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Example Practice Activity - Word Sorts
(Gillett & Temple, 1983)

Word Bank
Senators House Laws
Justices Senate Constitution
Vice president Congress Unconstitutional
President Supreme Court Declare war
Representatives Agriculture Department Amend Constitution
Cabinet Defense Department Collect Taxes
Departments District Courts Veto Bills
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Example Practice Activity - Word Sorts
(Gillett & Temple, 1983)

Legislative Branch Executive Branch Judicial Branch
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Example Practice Activity - Semantic Mapping 
(Heimlich & Pittelman) Word Sorting 

Directions:
1. Have students brainstorm words that come to 

mind when given a target word.

2. Have students brainstorm possible categories 
for the words.

3. Have students arrange words in categories.  
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Example Practice Activity-
Sentence Substitution     Writing 

1, The events are in chronological order.

2. The Titans caused a great tumult in the 
skies.

(Lively, August, Carlo, & Snow, 2003)
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Example Practice Activity-
“Meaningful  Sentence” Writing (adapted from Success for All)

• Students write a sentence answering three to four 
of these questions:
who, what, when, where, why, how

• Not OK
It was meager.

• OK
At the end of the month, our dinners were meager 
because we had little money.
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irrigation 
Write a sentence that includes 
the word irrigation.  

Answer at least three of these 
questions in your sentence: 
when, where, what, why,  
how. 

Sentence:
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irrigation check for understanding

Write a sentence that 
includes the word irrigation.  
Answer at least three of 
these questions in your 
sentence: when, where, 
what, why how.  

Example Sentence:  In July, 
farmers in Michigan begin 
irrigation because of the hot, 
dry days that could kill or 
damage crops.
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Example Practice Activity-
Sentence  Writing – Two Words

• The Family 
Under the Bridge 
(Chapter 1)

1. cowered
2. fragile
3. gratitude
4. loitering
5. roguish 

• Write a sentence that contains two of the 
words.  You can change the form of the 
word.  The sentence must make sense 
and demonstrate your understanding of 
the words.

• Example
• The children could not be caught 

loitering in the park so they cowered
under the bridge. 
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agriculture and irrigation 

Write a sentence that contains the 
words agriculture and irrigation.

Share your sentences with your 
partner.

Sentence:
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agriculture and irrigation 
check understanding 

Write a sentence that contains the 
words agriculture and irrigation.

Share your sentences with your 
partner.

Example Sentence:
One of the methods that must be 
used in agriculture is irrigation in 
which water is distributed to 
support plant growth.
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Practice Activities - Games
Card games 

• Students make decks of cards with vocabulary term and 
synonym or definition.

• Play using format of popular games.
• Go Fish
• Concentration
• Old Maid

Other games can be used to review vocabulary
• Jeopardy
• Charades
• Pictionary
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Practice Activities - Games

Heads Up

One player holds word above his/her head.  

Other students  give hints about the word.

Player guesses what the word is.  When correct, another 
word is used.  This continues until time is up.  
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ASSESSMENT FORMATS
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Vocabulary Assessment - Formats 
(Based on Bringing Words to Life: Robust Vocabulary Instruction)

Yes No 
• If Jason was a diligent worker, he would

1. come to work on time? Yes no
2. finish projects on time? Yes no
3. procrastinate on projects? Yes no
4. have others complete his projects?  Yes no

• Under state capitalism, the central government would
1.  establish prices and wages?  Yes no
2. allow the free market to set all prices and wages?  Yes no
3.  subsidize important industries?  Yes no
4. stay out of economic issues?  Yes no
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Vocabulary Assessment -
Formats

Examples/Non-examples
• proclaim

• A woman refuses to talk to reporters about the election.
• A woman tells reporters which candidate won the election.

• grudgingly
• A child makes her bed only after five reminders.
• A child immediately makes her bed in the morning, carefully lining 

up the pillows.
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Vocabulary Assessment - Formats
• Sentence Rewriting

• Mr. Jones commended Charles for his diligent work.  
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Vocabulary Assessment - Formats
• Context Analysis

• After the prize winners were announced, Stacy ran to console
Meg.

• How do you think Meg had done on the contest?

• When father heard Lisa had ripped up the letter from Steve, 
father commended her for it.

• What do you think father thought of Steve?



Conclusion 

“Words are all we have.”

Samuel Beckett
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Attributes of Good Vocabulary Instruction

1. Promote word learning strategies.

2. Select words that enhance academic success.
- General Academic Vocabulary - Generalize 

across domains (evidence, observe, investigate, 
classify, compared to, alternatively, in contrast)

- Domain-Specific Vocabulary - Specific to a 
domain or field of study (suffrage, prokaryote)

3. Order or group words semantically.  Teach 
vocabulary within Knowledge Networks.
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Attributes of Good Vocabulary Instruction

4. Teach words using explicit instruction.

5. Provide student-friendly explanations.

6. Illustrate vocabulary terms with examples and non-
examples. 

7. Teach parts of words at the “moment of 
opportunity.”
(biology - bio = life; autoimmune - auto =self 
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Attributes of Good Vocabulary Instruction

8. Expand instruction to “word relatives”
(category, categories, categorization, categorizer)

9. Have students maintain and use a vocabulary log or 
vocabulary flash cards

10. Maintain a word wall organized by topic 

11. Provide distributed practice and  judicious 
cumulative review
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Recommended Books
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Dictionaries with Student-Friendly Explanations

Collins Cobuild Dictionaries
(www.collinslanguage.com)

Pearson/Longman Education
(www.longman.com)
(www.ldoceonline.com)

Thompson/Heinle 
(www.heinle.com)

Another online dictionary
(www.learnersdictionary.com)
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Other On-line Resources 
• Etymology Dictionary

Explains what words meant and how they sounded 600-2,000 
years ago.

http://www.etymonline.com/

• Prefix Suffix English Language Roots Reference
http://prefixsuffix.com/

• Spanish Cognates Dictionary (Spanish words resemble 
English words)

• http://latinamericalinks.com/spanish_cognates.htm

188



On-line Resources 
• Thesaurus

Provides easy to access synonyms. 
http://thesaurus.com/

• Visual Thesaurus
An interactive dictionary and thesaurus which creates 
word maps of related words.

• http://nnnc.visualthesaurus.com/
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On-line Resources 
• www.freerice.com

• Build vocabulary as you donate rice to the hungry.
• www.wordsift.com

• Paste in text.  Identifies academic words in text.
• www.taggalaxy.com

• Provides visual representations of target word.
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Word Lists  

• Academic Vocabulary List 2009 (Updated)
Vocabulary by Grade Level and Content Areas 
(State of Tennessee) 

http://jc-schools.net/tutorials/vocab/index.html

• English Vocabulary Exercises
Contains many organized word lists by category

http://www.englishvocabularyexercises.com/
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On-Line Lessons 

• Exceptional Expressions for Everyday Events
Series of 32 downloadable, flexible vocabulary development
lessons each focusing on an everyday concept. 

http://www.textproject.org/assets/products/e4/download/TextProject-E4-Complete_Edition.pdf

• Word Generation
A free research-based vocabulary program for middle school 
students designed to teach words through language arts, math, 
science, and social studies classes. It requires only 15 minutes a 
week from each content area teacher.

http://www.wordgeneration.org/proven.html
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On-Line Games and Activities 

• Florida Center for Reading Research
Vocabulary games and activities for K-5 Grade Level

http://www.fcrr.org/FAIR_Search_Tool/FAIR_Search_Tool.aspx

• Quizlet
Large flash cards and games website

http://quizlet.com/

• Word Central
Vocabulary games and activities designed for students by Merriam-
Webster. 

http://wordcentral.com/
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On-Line Games and Activities 
• Vocabulary Games

Offers games that can be adapted to any set of words.
http://www.vocabulary.co.il/

• Word Dynamo
Challenging vocabulary practice with variety of word lists 

http://dynamo.dictionary.com/
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