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Identify 2 POMS (Points of Most Significance): 

1. _____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________

2. _____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________

Resource: 

Why we Need to Teach Sentence Comprehension

https://www.shanahanonliteracy.com/blog/why-we-need-to-teach-sentence-comprehension 
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https://www.readingrockets.org/blogs/shanahan-literacy/what-should-morphology-instruction-look
https://www.adlit.org/topics/phonics-word-study-decoding/key-literacy-component-morphology
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Food Chains 

An ecosystem is like a habitat where an organism lives, but it includes many habitats plus the nonliving systems 
that support them. In an ecosystem, each living thing depends on other living and nonliving things for survival. 

In a forest ecosystem, living things depend on one another. Many living things depend on trees for shelter and 
food. You can almost certainly find bugs on any tree. Woodpeckers can find them too! 

If you dig down into the soil or scrape away some tree bark, you will discover all sorts of other critters in the 
forest ecosystem, such as worms, beetles, and ants. 

You might not see all those insects and other little critters when you look around the forest, but they are there! 
You can find them under leaves, rocks, and fallen trees. Mostly, their world is underground and out of sight, 
unless you are willing to get dirty digging for them! 

What are all those bugs doing there? They are doing what all living things do: surviving. To survive, living things 
need food. The nutrients in food provide energy for the body. Without energy, the body stops. It’s that simple! 
What else are bugs and other living things doing besides eating? They are doing whatever it is they need to do 
in order to produce young. Plants make seeds. Mammals, such as squirrels and deer, give birth to live babies. 
Bugs and birds lay eggs. 

Spiders make egg sacs like the one in this image. When the sac opens, hundreds of tiny baby spiders will run 
out. Most of them will be eaten by other bugs. Those that survive will grow to be hunters like their parents. 

Living things also must develop ways to protect themselves from other things in the ecosystem. Squirrels build 
their nests high in trees, away from predators. Worms dig down into the soil. Snails and turtles have shells to 
protect them. 

Unfortunately for squirrels, worms, snails, and turtles, these defenses do not always work. The predators that 
hunt and eat other animals for a living have sharp teeth and claws for catching their prey. 

There are ecosystems in many places. Each ecosystem has its own food chain. Look at the image of the wolf, 
the deer, and the acorn. This is a very simple way to think of the food chain. Smaller animals are eaten by 
slightly larger animals. But this image only represents a small part of a real food chain. Most food chains also 
include plants. They also include bacteria and other tiny, microscopic organisms. 

Plants and smaller animals are usually near the bottom of the food chain. At the top of the food chain, you will 
find beasts like grizzly bears, lions, blue whales, or great white sharks. These animals are too big to be hunted by 
anything else. A lion or shark is called an apex predator because it is at the top of the food chain. 

Let’s practice Fragments to Sentences and Sentence Combining! 
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The Amazing Flying Machine 

More than one hundred years ago, two brothers stood on a sand dune at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina. 
Nearby was a big, odd-looking machine they had built. The brothers were Orville and Wilbur Wright. The 
machine was the world's first powered airplane. 

Today, that amazing flying machine is on display at the National Air and Space Museum in Washington, 
D.C. The museum has the largest collection of historic aircraft and spacecraft in the world.

A new exhibit at the museum marks the 100th anniversary of the Wright brothers' famous flight. 

The Wright brothers' flying machine looks something like a box kite with an engine. But it made all 
future flight possible. 

Wheels to Wings 

In 1896, the Wright brothers made bicycles in Dayton, Ohio. But they dreamed of wings, not wheels. 

At that time, the only way to fly was in a basket under a hot-air balloon. Not many people did so, as the 
balloons were hard to control. 

Orville and Wilbur set out to build a machine that could fly. It would have glider-type wings and an 
engine. 

Designing and building the flying machine took years. When it was finally ready, bad weather set in. The 
Wrights had to wait months to test their invention. 

Flying was a dangerous mission. Other people had died trying to fly. On December 17, 1903, however, 
the Wright brothers were ready to take their chances. 

Orville was the machine's first pilot. His flight lasted only 12 seconds. The flyer traveled just 120 feet and 
landed with a thud. The flight was short but very sweet. It proved that humans could fly. 

Orville and Wilbur made four flights that day. They took turns as pilots. Wilbur made the longest flight. 
He flew for 59 seconds and went a distance of 852 feet. 

Roll, Pitch, and Yaw 

The Wright brothers' invention began the age of flight. Their machine was important not only because it 
flew, but because it could be controlled in the air. 

The Wrights could control their craft in three important ways-roll, pitch, and yaw. They could roll the 
wings right or left. They could pitch the plane's nose up or down. And they could yaw the nose from side 
to side. 

Let’s practice Because, But, So and Sentence Expansion! 
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Being able to control the plane in those three ways made all the difference. All pilots use those same 
controls when flying today. 

To the Stars 

After the Wright brothers' success, flying really took off. 

In May 1927, Charles Lindbergh flew a small, one-seater plane across the Atlantic Ocean. He was the 
first person to do such a feat alone. 

That plane, the Spirit of St. Louis, can be seen at the Air and Space Museum. 

The museum also displays a jet named Glamorous Glennis. Its pilot was Chuck Yeager. In October 1947, 
Yeager flew the plane 700 miles per hour. It was the first plane to fly faster than the speed of sound. 
With jets, humankind pushed toward the edge of space and beyond! 

In 1962, John Glenn became the first man to orbit Earth. He flew in the Mercury Friendship 7 space 
capsule. That tiny craft is now at the museum. The craft that first flew men to the moon is there, too. 

For the Wright brothers, flight was an amazing adventure. Today, the adventure goes on. In the past 
hundred years, human flight has soared from Kitty Hawk to the moon! 
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The Changing Night Sky 

Has anyone ever pointed out a constellation to you? A constellation is a group of stars that people have 
named. The stars are usually in a pattern that suggests the shape of something else. The Big Dipper, for 
example, looks a little bit like the outline of a huge spoon in the sky.  

If you look up at a clear night sky pretty often, you may realize something interesting. The constellations 
you can see change over time! The constellations you can see at any given time depends on where you are 
on Earth and what part of the year it is. Furthermore, a constellation’s position in the sky depends on the 
time of night. What’s behind these mysterious changes?  

The constellations move across the sky throughout the night because of the movement of the Earth. Like 
the sun, distant stars appear to rise and set in the sky because of Earth’s rotation. Earth rotates from west 
to east on its axis, or in a counterclockwise direction. This means that the whole sky, including the 
constellations, appears to “rise” from east to west. Throughout the night, as Earth rotates, the stars 
continue to move across the sky. This means that if you looked at a constellation at 10:00pm, and then 
looked at it again at 3:00am, it would have moved west in the sky.  

Earth’s position in its orbit around the sun also determines which constellations we can see. As Earth moves 
around the sun, different constellations can be seen during different parts of the year. That’s because 
during the summer, you are seeing a different part of space at nighttime than you see during the winter. 
Some constellations can only be seen during a specific part of the year. For example, the Taurus 
constellation can only be seen in the night sky of the Northern Hemisphere, or the northern half of Earth, 
from November to March. The rest of the year, the Northern Hemisphere faces away from the part of 
space where Taurus is during the night.  

Some constellations can be seen from the same spot on Earth throughout the year. These constellations 
are called circumpolar constellations. The Big Dipper is one example of a circumpolar constellation. If you 
live in the Northern Hemisphere, the location of the Big Dipper in the sky changes throughout the year, but 
the constellation never disappears completely. If you found the Big Dipper in the sky during a fall night, 
it  would be near the horizon to the north. But if you looked for the Big Dipper during a spring night, you 
would have to look straight up! This is because the Earth is in a different position relative to the 
constellation, since it’s at a different spot in its orbit around the sun.  

So the next time you go stargazing, remember to savor the moment. As long as the Earth keeps moving, 
that same view of the constellations will not last! 

Let’s practice Four Types of Sentences! 
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