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 Understand where formative assessments fits 
within the comprehensive assessment 
system

 Learn additional formative assessment 
practices

 Confirm your current knowledge with 
formative assessment





Outcome Assessments

State Summative Assessments

Formative Assessments

Standards-based Formative & Interim 
Assessments, Program Assessments

Screening 

Diagnostic

Progress 
Monitoring

All Students
Core/Tier I

Measure 
against 
standards.

Is the student learning 
the taught curriculum/ 
state standards?

Examines who is at risk, 
compared to peers of 
same age.

Answers “why is this 
student struggling?”

Is this intervention 
working?  Is the student 
showing growth?

Identified Students
Tier II/Tier III Intervention



Assessment for Learning:
How can we use assessment to help students 
learn more? (formative)

Assessment of Learning:
How much have students learned at a 
particular point in time?
(summative)



When the cook tastes the soup, that’s 
formative; when the guests taste the soup, 
that’s summative.       

—Stake, R. (2004)



 verify student 
understanding

 inform and adjust my 
instruction 



Formative Assessment tools
(Used Typically for Grading Purposes)

 Teachers are most familiar with this type of data 
because they have the most control over how it relates 
to what they are teaching

Usually in the form of quizzes, unit tests, or projects

 Can be included in curricular materials that are part 
of a purchased program

 Largest source of evidence for whether students are 
“passing”



 Includes instructionally embedded  activities
 Involves observing, listening and attending to 
student responses
 Can yields rich diagnostic information
 Happens while material is being taught
 Informs and focuses instructional decisions
 Isn’t used for grades

From S. Kahl (Education Week)



Black & Wiliam, 1998 Meta-analysis using 250 
sources to answer this question:

Is there evidence that formative assessment raises 

achievement towards the standards? 

Research – Inside the Black Box



“Many of these studies arrive at another 
important conclusion: that improved 
formative assessment helps low 
achievers more than other students and 
so reduces the range of achievement 
while raising achievement overall.”

Research – Inside the Black Box



Visible Learning is the result of 15 years’ 
research and synthesises over 800 meta-
analyses (over 50,000 studies) relating to 
the influences on achievement in school-

aged students (200 million students).



 Task 1:

 Find someone you don’t know

▪ Introduce yourself 

▪ Discuss what you notice about the top row on Handout #1:  
Shared Learning Targets

▪ What do you notice about Williams findings on the left and 
Hattie’s findings on the right?

 Task 2:

 Find someone else you don’t know

▪ Repeat process with second row:  Effective Questioning



Formative 
assessment can 
identify specific 
students’ learning 
gaps at a time when 
the learning is still 
taking place and 
timely interventions 
can be made.



Geometry video







 Sharing Targets and Criteria w/students
 Questioning/Evidence Collection
 Descriptive Feedback
 Student Self Assessment
 Peers Activated as Resources

K-2 Skip Counting video

K 2 skip counting video



To fully utilize the standards educators 
must be able to:
• Identify specific content and skills embedded 

within the standards 

• Establish expectations and learning targets that 
demonstrate progress towards meeting the 
standards

• Establish criteria for proficiency and success

K-2 Skip Counting
6-12  Geometry review



What do you think the key word is that is found in 
both of these definitions?

 Formative assessment is a process used by teachers 
and students during instruction that provides 
feedback to adjust ongoing teaching and learning to 
improve students’ achievement of intended 
outcomes. (CCSSO)

 Formative assessment is a planned process in which 
assessment-elicited evidence of students' status is 
used by teachers to adjust their ongoing 
instructional procedures or by students to adjust 
their current learning tactics. (Popham)





“ Providing students with opportunities for a 
combination of peer feedback and self-
assessment causes them to achieve at 
significantly higher levels, without more 
instruction.”

J Chappuis Seven Strategies of Assessment for Learning p. 96



A key finding of the study is that the most 
powerful single influence enhancing 
achievement is feedback. But again we need to 
be careful with this information. 

Does this mean that we need to give children more 
and more feedback to raise their achievement? 
No! 

http://www.edugains.ca/newsite/aer/aervideo/descriptivefeedback.html



What is needed is quality feedback and where 
that feedback has the greatest effect is when 
teachers receive more and better feedback 
about their teaching, and then the ripple effect 
back to the student is high (Hattie & Timperley, 
2007).



Evaluative Feedback:
Tells recipient how they compare to others or provides 
a judgment summarizing the quality of the learning.

Descriptive Feedback:
Specific information in the form of written comments 
or conversations that helps the recipient understand 
what he or she needs to do to improve.

http://www.edugains.ca/newsite/aer/aervideo/descriptivefeedback.h
tml



Acknowledging

Success

Identify what is done correctly.

Describe an aspect of quality present in the 

work.

Point out effective use of strategy or process.

Guiding Future Thinking

Identify a correction.

Describe an aspect of quality needing work.

Point out a problem with strategy or process.

Offer a reminder.

Make a specific suggestion.

Ask a question.

Adapted from Seven Strategies of Assessment for Learning by Jan Chappuis, 2009, p. 59



1) Using the Third Point
2) Paraphrasing
3) Asking Well Crafted Questions
4) Body language, gesture, and 
geography
5) Voice tone  (invitational voice)



 Sit beside, not across from the individual

 Use a document, data, student work, etc. for 
focus away from person to person

 When the conversations are difficult, refer 
back to the data, document, etc.

 Be congruent with your body language, 
words and tone



Table Discussion:  How does the feedback 
you give to students move their practice 
forward?



Evaluative Feedback:
Tells recipient how they compare to an external 

standard or provides a judgment summarizing the 
quality of the learning.

Descriptive Feedback:
Specific information in the form of written 
comments or conversations that helps the 
recipient understand what he or she needs to do to 
improve.



Acknowledging

Success

Identify what is done correctly.

Describe an aspect of quality present in 

the work.

Point out effective use of strategy or 

process.

Guiding Future Thinking

Identify a correction.

Describe an aspect of quality needing 

work.

Point out a problem with strategy or 

process.

Offer a reminder.

Make a specific suggestion.

Ask a question.

Adapted from Seven Strategies of Assessment for Learning by Jan Chappuis, 2009, p. 59



Handout # 6 



“Can this student take action on this 
comment?”

— Jan Chappuis, 2009



1. What standard(s) are being assessing?
2. What kind of evidence is being gathered?
3. What methods are being used and are item/task 

writing guidelines available?
4. What are the expected levels of performance?
5. Does the assessment item or task actually assess 

the standard?





 Formative Assessment 
tools…

 Formative Assessment 
practices…




