
10/14/20

1

You’re learning 
from a distance –
so can your 
students

Doug Fisher
www.fisherandfrey.com

@dfishersdsu
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there probably will be distance learning. 

Until there’s a cure… 
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Pandemic 
teaching of 

2020 was really 
not distance 

learning. It was 
crisis teaching. 
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Hattie, 2020

Acceleration (d = .68)
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Hattie, 2020

Distance Education 0.17
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What does 
that mean?

pp. 5-6
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• DL is not an accelerator, but also not a negative
• The setting is not the deciding factor

“We need to view technology use like planning 
lessons and creating resources: It is the means and 
starting point, not the core, of teaching. 

It is the decisions we make as students are learning, 
as we listen to them think aloud, as we give them 
alternate strategies and help them work with others 
to jointly advance learning, as we formatively 
evaluate our impact, that are important.” 
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Let’s move from 
crisis teaching to 

cohesive 
instruction 

across platforms. 
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How do you gauge student 
engagement in an online 

environment?

Use the Chat function to reply. 
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Berry, 2020 p. 104
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Participating Driving
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Document your learning
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Seek feedback from others 
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What’s my level of engagement? 

Active Active Passive

Disrupting Avoiding Withdrawing Participating Investing Driving 

Distracting 
others

Disrupting the 
learning

Looking for 
ways to avoid 
work

Off-task 
behavior

Being 
distracted

Physically 
separating 
from the group

Doing work

Paying 
attention

Responding to 
questions 

Asking 
questions

Feeling like 
what you are 
learning is 
important 

Setting goals

Seeking 
feedback

self-assessment

Disengagement Engaged

20

Disrupting 

Disrupting 
What is it? What does it look like? Examples. 

Distracting 
others

Disrupting the 
learning 

- unmutes their mic and and says a 
random off-topic comment
- makes a joke during learning   
- talking to a friend and it is so hard to 
stop, you get distracted from the 
lesson and you distract that friend 
- during group work you start talking 
about something else that is not 
connected to the work
- walking back in the classroom and 
make a announcement 

21



10/14/20

8

Avoiding 

Avoiding

What is it? What does it look like? Examples. 

Looking for ways to get 
out of doing work 

Off-task behavior  

- Turn on mute and turn off video and 
walk away to do something else 
- playing with games or items in their 
desk (or at home during DL) 
- walking away from the work
- laving to restroom to avoid work
- asking to go to the nurse when you are 
not really feeling sick, you just want to 
get out of doing work
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Withdrawing

Withdrawing
What is it? What does it look like? Examples. 

Being distracted 

Separating from the group 
or work  

- thinking about Fortnite during class 
- feeling like the work is too hard so 
the kid gives up and thinks about 
something else 
- pretending like you are sharpening 
your pencil or doing something else 
important so you don’t have to 
participate in the work 
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Participating
What is it? What does it look like? Examples. 

Doing work 

Paying attention

- Pay attention to the class, so you 
are able to answer the questions 

- Enter your answer in the chat

- brain is thinking about the math or 
about the reading 

- listening to your partner or group 
members

Participating 
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Investing 

Investing 
What is it? What does it look like? Examples. 

Asking questions 

Feeling like what you are 
learning is important 

- ask when you don’t understand what the 
teacher is m odeling 

- ask a question to get to know your partner 
m ore (during buddy tim e)

- caring about the characters in the story 

- listening to when the teacher talks about the 
“why” of the lesson 

- thinking about how the article relates to your 
life
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Driving 

Driving 
What is it? What does it look like? Examples. 

Setting goals

Seeking feedback 

Self-assessment 

- “Let me look at the level 3 
example, so I can try to write like 
that next time.”
- ask the teacher or a math partner 
what you did wrong on a math 
problem 
- asking yourself at the end of the 
lesson if you got it or not  
- our brain grows when we figure 
out why we made a mistake, so 
think about your mistakes 
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What’s my level of engagement? 

Disrupting Avoiding Withdrawing Participating Investing Driving 

Distracting 
others

Disrupting the 
learning

Looking for 
ways to avoid 
work

Off-task 
behavior

Being 
distracted

Physically 
separating 
from the group

Doing work

Paying 
attention

Responding to 
questions 

Asking 
questions

Feeling like 
what you are 
learning is 
important 

Setting goals

Seeking 
feedback

self-assessment
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How can you create tasks that allow students to drive?

29

Breakout Room

What type of tasks could you 
create that would engage 

students and allow them to 
drive their learning?
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The purpose of the task determines the tool, 
not the other way around. 

31

p. 105
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Use the Chat function to give and get great ideas!

33
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Distance Learning Weekly Planner 

 
Content: Grade: 

    
Week of: (DATE) 

 
This week’s Learning 
Targets/Intentions 

Tasks/Assessments Success Criteria 

I am learning… 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I can… 

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
Attend: 
 
 
Read: 
 
 
Watch: 
 
 
Discuss: 
 
 
 
Turn in: 
 
 
 
 

Attend: 
 
 
Read: 
 
 
Watch: 
 
 
Discuss: 
 
 
 
Turn in: 
 
 
 
 

Attend: 
 
 
Read: 
 
 
Watch: 
 
 
Discuss: 
 
 
 
Turn in: 
 
 
 
 

Attend: 
 
 
Read: 
 
 
Watch: 
 
 
Discuss: 
 
 
 
Turn in: 
 
 
 
 

Attend: 
 
 
Read: 
 
 
Watch: 
 
 
Discuss: 
 
 
 
Turn in: 
 
 
 
 

 

p. 118
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Distance Learning Weekly Planner 
  

Teacher: Hilda Martinez      Week of: 8/31/20-9/4/20  Grade: 2  Focus:  Reading Comprehension 
This week’s Learning 
Targets/Intentions 

Tasks/Assessments Success Criteria 

I am learning… 
• How to ask and answer 

questions to demonstrate 
understanding. 

• To identify the main idea 
of a text. 

• To use text features to 
locate information. 

1. Google Response doc for ask/answer questions 
re: non-fiction text 

2. Key Details Scavenger Hunt  
3. Collaborative Chart on Text Features 
4. Main Topic and Key Details Graphic Organizer 
5. Main Topic and Key Detail Written Journal 

Response 

I can… 
• Use who, what, where, when, why, and how 

questions to deepen my understanding.  
• Determine the main purpose of a text using text 

features. 
*All Zooms recorded and posted on SeeSaw. 
*Daily office hours: MWF: 1pm – 2pm; T/Th: 8am – 9am 
*M-F: Math 9-10, Small Groups 10 – 11, ELA 11 – 12; 
Science/social studies 1:30 – 2:30.  

 
Monday   Tuesday  Wednesday Thursday  Friday  

Attend: Zoom at 11, 
SEL check-in, read, 
discuss, graphic 
organizer,  
 
Read: National 
Geographic’s Bears 
 
Discuss: Compare and 
Contrast Goldilocks and 
the Three Bears and 
Bears. (T chart) 
 
Co-Create: Venn 
Diagram on 
characteristics of fiction 
vs. non-fiction  books.  
 
Turn in: Draw and label 
a bear; write three key 
details from today’s 
book (Bears). 

Attend: Zoom at 11, norms, 
video, ask ?s about reindeer in 
google doc, shared reading 
(article) 
 
Read: Is That a Reindeer? 
(article) 
 
Watch: BrainPop video on 
Concept Maps 
 
Discuss: Which of our reindeer 
questions were answered? 
How do we know? Find the 
evidence. 
 
Turn in: Graphic Organizer on 
Key Details using non-fiction 
book of your choice from Raz-
Kids. 

Attend: Zoom at 11, SEL check-
in, listen, ask/answer ?’s, chart 
 
Read: The Giant Squid 
 
Co-Create: Anchor chart on 
finding the main idea of a text 
(non-fiction) using today’s book. 
What are the characteristics of 
this book (text features)?  
 
Collaborate/Breakout: Using 
yesterday’s graphic organizer, 
have group members “guess” 
the main idea after sharing the 
key details of your book.  
 
Turn in: Text features graphic 
organizer on your assigned non-
fiction Raz-Kids book. 
 
 

Attend: Zoom at 11, Key 
Details scavenger hunt, read, 
discuss 
 
Watch: YouTube video on 
text features 
 
Read: Amazing Snakes! 
 
Discuss: How do text 
features help us find where 
key details are located.  
 
Collaborate/Breakout: Find 
out Main Topic and Key 
Details for Amazing Snakes! 
by completing Scavenger 
Hunt sheet. 
 
Turn in: Journal response on 
main topic and 3 key details 
(paragraph). 

Attend: Zoom at 11, Share 
out journal responses, 
Kahoot (review text 
features), watch, discuss. 
Watch: Author read aloud on 
YouTube: Amazing 
Mammals. Fill out graphic 
organizer: text features, key 
details, and main idea hunt. 
Are we able to ask/answer W 
?s?  
 
Collaborate/Breakout: 
Compare, contrast, and edit 
graphic organizer on 
Amazing Mammals 
 
Family Project: Make your 
own mammal booklet with 
text features, illustrations, 
one diagram, and at least 
three key details  
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Set up norms and 
class agreements for 
your virtual learning 

classroom.  

pp. 27-31
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Unstated norms in the 
virtual classroom will 

evolve, for better or for 
worse. 

p. 28
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Identify 
expectations for 
synchronous 
learning and 
then teach them. 

40

p. 32

41

p. 32

42



10/14/20

15

p. 33
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What are the expectations 
you need to teach your 

students?

Use the Chat function to reply. 

44

p. 36
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Lesson tasks, assignments, and activities include
links to the learning intentions and success 

criteria.p. 80
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Information is relevant, accurate, and
comprehensible to students.

47

The lesson includes information
that is illustrative and illuminating.
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Seek out and act upon the feedback received from students.

49

Source: Hattie, J. (2009). Visible Learning: A Synthesis of Over 800 Meta-Analyses Relating to Achievement. New York, NY: Routledge.

Teacher Clarity: d = 0.75
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Three Questions

What am I learning today?

Why am I learning this?

How will I know that I 
have learned it?
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Communicate 
expectations

52

53
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Breakout Room

How can you ensure that 
students know the learning 

intentions and success criteria 
in a distance learning 

environment? 
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