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Mottos for Webinar Session 

• Learning is not a Spectator Sport. Anita Archer

•Every day, in every class, every student is 
participating by speaking, writing, or doing. Overt Responses

•Everyone does Everything. Kevin Feldman
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Active Participation during Webinar

Active Participation during Webinar
• Best Practices 
• Short Choral Responses – muted
• Choral Reading - muted
• Cloze Reading – muted 
• A real or pretend partner
• Hold-up - Response Sheet 
• Hold-up - Fingers
• Written Responses  – Paper or Chat Box
• Questions - Chat Box
• Take-Aways – Chat Box 
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Session #4 Goals 

Participants will be able to:
1. Outline essentials for implementation of active participation 

procedures with K – 8 grade classrooms.
2. Outline active participation procedures for speaking and doing in 

lessons including:
Review New
a) Choral responses Whiteboards
b) Partner responses Short Written Responses
c) Individual responses
d) Gestures
e) Hold-ups 
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Big Ideas - Review
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Frequent Responses – WHY?
What are the major benefits of increasing the frequency of responses in 
lessons?

Clear and Consistent Research Results:

Increases time on task
Increases academic achievement (Learning)
Decreases disruptive behaviors
Increases intensity of interventions 

Research Review of 15 studies
Mac Suga-Gage & Simonsen, 2015
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Opportunities to Respond – How
What would be an acceptable ratio of ALL responses and Individuals?

Guidelines for Opportunities to Respond

•70% of responses unison  (all say, write, do)

•30 % individual responses (non-volunteers)
(Haydon, et al., 2010; Stevens & Rosenshine, 1981)
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Opportunities to Respond – How Many 
How many simple responses do effective teacher elicit in a a minute?

Guidelines for Response Rates – Current Research
(Mac Suga-Gage and Simonsen, 2015; Simonsen and Myers, 2015)

Effective teachers elicit: 
Simple Responses
• Such as: unison choral responses, gesture, response cards
• 3 to 5 opportunities to respond per minute
More Complex Responses
• Such as: partner sharing, written answer, math problem
• At least 1 opportunity to respond per minute

VERY Complex or Involved Responses
• Such as: writing to prompt, completing  experiment
• May provide only 1 opportunity to respond every 10 to 30 min.
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Active Participation Strategies
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Active Participation

Opportunities to Respond

Verbal Responses   Saying
Written Responses Writing
Action Responses Doing

All Students Respond.  When possible, use
response procedures that engage all students.
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Active Participation Procedures

Verbal Response Procedures Inclusive Passage Reading
Choral Silent Reading 

Partners Whisper Reading

Teams Partner Reading

Individual                                                                                 Team Reading

Discussion Choral Reading

Written Response Procedures Cloze Reading

White Boards

Short Written Responses

Longer Written Responses 

Action Response Procedures Use of Technology 
Gestures Computers / Crone Books 

Facial Expressions

Hold-ups
*Whiteboards 

*Hand Signals 

*Response Cards

*Response Sheets
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Active Participation Essentials
What are the four Active Participation Essentials?

The active participation procedure should:

1. Require overt responses … saying, writing, doing.

2. Involve all students.

3. Be structured.

4. Set students up for success by providing think 
time/preparation time.
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Video – Explicit Instruction Lesson

In classroom observation

Middle School - 7th grade

English Language Arts -Vocabulary  
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Explicit Instruction in Action 

• #1 First Name  A –J #2 First Name K-Z

• # 2  As you watch this video, record high-leverage 
instructional practices. 
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Explicit Instruction in Action 

• #1 First Name  A –J #2 First Name K-Z

• #1. As you watch this video, take data on opportunities to  
respond.

• Opportunities to Respond Data Collection

Instructional OTR Behavioral OTR
Everyone __________________ __________________

Individuals _________________

15

Overall Observations  - Glows  

P’s 
•Prepared
•Passionate (Credibility)
•Present 
•Perky

Use of technology (document camera)
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Clarity  - Glows

• Directions “Ones, say the sentence to your 
partner.  Use the sentence 
starter”

• Expectations 

• Explanations
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Teacher-Student Relationship  - Glows

• Connected with students
• Smiles
• Proximity
• Eye contact

• Set students up for success

• Positive interactions (4 to 1 ratio)
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Design of Instruction - Glows  

Instructional Routine
• Vocabulary words treated with same steps
• Vocabulary words: discard, Indistinct, absurd, curtail

• Routine
• 1.  Introduce the word’s pronunciation.
• 2.  Introduce the word’s meaning.
• 3.  Illustrate the word with examples.
• 4.  Check for understanding.
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Design of Instruction - Glows

Additional Vocabulary Procedures
• Many exposures to word
• Repetition 
• Part of Speech
• Synonym
• Word Family 

• Absurd
• Absurdly
• Absurdity 

20



Delivery of Instruction - Glows

Opportunities to Respond
Frequent Responses
• Structured Choral Responses when answers were short and the same
• Structured Partners – already established … labeled ones and twos

T. asked a question
T.  Provided thinking time
T.  Called on a student
T.  Provided a sentence stem
S.  Said answer 
T.  Provided feedback

• Individuals
• Non-Volunteers

21

Delivery of Instruction - Glows

Whip Around or Pass used with variety of possible short 
answers

• Choral Reading

• Hold-Ups
• Which vocabulary term am I thinking about?
• Students indicate answer by holding up fingers.
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Delivery of Instruction - Glows

• Monitored 
• Circulated and Monitored

• Walk around
• Look around 
• Talk around 

• Monitoring of individuals was equitable
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Delivery of Instruction - Glows

Provided feedback

• Feedback to individuals when monitoring
• Quiet and Private
• P = Praise
• E = Encourage
• C = Correct
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Verbal Responses - Saying
Structured Choral Responses
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Verbal Responses — Saying
Structured Choral Responses

•When to use: 
•Use when answers are short and the same.
•Use when rehearsal of information is desired.

•What is critical: 
•Provide a signal
•Provide thinking/preparation time if needed
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Verbal Responses - Saying
Structured Partner Responses
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Verbal Responses — Saying
Structured Partner Respons

When to use:
• Use when answers are long or different.

• Use when cognitive processing is necessary (paraphrasing, 
explaining elaborating, summarizing, comparing, evaluating).

What is critical:
• Assign the partners.
• Give students partner a designation (1 or 2, A or B)
• Teach Look, Lean, Whisper
• Give a job to both partners
• Change partners
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Verbal Responses - Saying
Individual Responses
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Verbal Responses — Saying
Individual Responses

When to use:
• To check individual’s understanding.
• To have students report their written or partner responses. 

What is critical:
• Establish a no hands raised environment.

• Raise hands if you have a public question.
• Raise hands if the teacher directs you to raise your hands 

• Partners First: Have students share answers with their partners 
and then call on them. OR

• Name First: Ask the question and then call on an individual.
• Call on  non-volunteers.
• If the group size is more than 4, utilize a randomization tool. 30

Verbal Responses - Saying
Discussions
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Verbal Responses — Saying
Discussions

When to use:
• For class or small group discussion of content.

What is critical:
• Have a well-prepared question or prompt.
• Have students plan by writing down their talking points.
• Have students share their talking points with their partners.
• Provide sentence starters. 
• If class size is large, break into smaller discussion groups.
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Hold-Ups  
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1. Hold - up Fingers 
2. Hold – up Response Cards
3. Hold – up Response Sheet
4. Hold – up Specific Response Cards 
5. Hold – up Response Sheets
6. Hold – up Pinch Cards 

Hold-Up Fingers 

1. suffrage
2. majority
3. tariff
4. nullify
5. secede
6. bureaucracy

• when states left the United States
• more than 1/2 of the votes for a law
• extra tax paid on a import or export
• a government agency where non-elected 

people carry out government business
• to cancel an agreement
• right to vote

Another Procedure: Pinch Cards
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Retrieval Practice of Vocabulary 

Hold-Up – Response Cards
General Response Cards 
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Agree 

Disagree 

Yes 

No  

True 

False

Add your own.

Hold-Up – Response Sheet
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Hold-Up – Specific Academic Response Cards
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Executive Branch 

Legislative Branch 

Judicial Branch 
Get ready to touch the Branch of the Federal Government.
Hold your card up when I say “SHOW ME.”

Hold-Ups

When to use:
• Anytime the answers are short and the same. 
• Quick review 
• Benefits: You can hold all students accountable and monitor all 

students. 

What is critical:
• Ask a clear question.
• Have students indicate the correct answer on their desks ... Not in 

the air.
• Monitor student responses.
• When adequate preparation time is given, say “Show me.”
• Provide feedback. 38

• What Hold-Ups have you used in your teaching? 

• Please put your example in the chatbox. 
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Written Responses - Writing
White-Boards
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Hold-Up  Whiteboards

•Response Slates (whiteboards)
•Give directive

•Have students write answers on individual whiteboards

•When adequate response time has been given, have students 
display slates

•Give feedback to students

Note: �Virtual white boards� can be created using heavy sheet 
protectors or plastic plates
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Examples

Math: Write this number on your whiteboard.
Write fractions equal to one  on your white board.
Solve this problem. 
Draw this model. 

Spelling: Write this spelling word on your whiteboard.

Conventions: Write the end punctuation for this sentence.

Reading:      On the screen are the vocabulary terms for this week. I
will tell you about a term.  Write it on your whiteboard.

Science: List natural resources. 

Social Studies: List continents. List European countries. 
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Spelling Dictation – Whiteboards
Elementary Example 

Dictation
a. Teacher says word.
b. Teacher says the word in a sentence.
c. Students repeat the word.
d. Teacher and students put up one finger for each sound in the word. OR 

Teacher and students put up one finger for each syllable of a multisyllabic 
word. 

e. Students say the sounds/syllables to themselves as they write the word.
f. Teacher circulates and provides feedback.
g. Students hold – up whiteboards.

Feedback
f. Teacher writes the word and displays it on the board or screen.  Students 

compare their word to model.
g. If  student has made an error, the student crosses out the word and 

rewrites the word.
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Activating Background Knowledge 
Retrieval Review – Using Whiteboards

This lesson was taught in a ninth grade language arts class in 
preparation for reading An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge, a short 
story written about an event during the civil war.

Background knowledge was built by asking questions and providing 
feedback on information that was previously covered in American 
History.   
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An Occurrence at Owl Creek 
Bridge
Ambrose Bierce

1890
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Background Knowledge 

When did the American Civil War occur?

1. 1840’s
2. 1850’s
3. 1860’s
4. 1870’s
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Background Knowledge 

When did the American Civil War occur?

1. 1840’s
2. 1850’s
3. 1860’s
4. 1870’s
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Background Knowledge 

What were the Northern States called?
Union

What were the Southern States called? 
Confederacy

48



Background Knowledge

These buildings would be associated with what organization?

fort
outpost
stockade

Army
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Background Knowledge 

Setting – Alabama

Is this a Southern or Northern state?
Southern State

Is this state part of the Union or Confederacy? 
Confederacy
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Background Knowledge 

People with these titles would be a part of what organization?

sentinels 
sergeant
captain
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Background Knowledge 

People with these titles would be a part of what organization?

sentinels 
sergeant
captain

An army
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Background Knowledge

Grey uniforms were associated with which group?
Confederacy

Blue uniforms were  associated with which group?
Union
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Background Knowledge 

Is the Federal Army associated with the Union or the Confederacy?  

The Union (the North)
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Background Knowledge 

The Union believed that slavery should be ....
The Union believed that slavery should be outlawed.

The Confederacy believed that slavery should be ...
The Confederacy believed that slavery should be allowed.
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Background Knowledge 

Peyton, the main character, is a well-to-do planter.

Would he favor slavery?  Why
As a well-to-do planter, he probably owed slaves.  As a result, he would 
favor slavery because he would want to have negroes as slaves.

Would he be for or against state secession?  Why
Peyton would be for secession of the Southern states from the Union so 
that Southern plantation owners could continue the practice of slavery.  
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Written Responses

Materials
• Whiteboards
• Paper
• Graph paper
• Graphic organizers
• Academic Journals
• Vocabulary logs
• Posters 
• Computers
• Electronic tablets
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Written Responses

Response Type
☑ - Answers

☑ - Preparation for sharing with a partner or team
☑ - Sentence stems
☑ - Sentence Activities (Because/but/so, sentence expanding, sentence combining)
☑ - Paragraph Writing frame 
☑ - Notes on verbal explanations/presentations
☑ - Notes on written text 
☑ - Annotations – (Circling, Underlining, Notes in Margin)
☑ - Brainstorming
☑ - Brain Drain
☑ - Quick writes
☑ - Quick draws
☑ - Warm-up activity (Do Now)
☑ - Exit Ticket 58

Written Responses

Response Type
☑ - Answers

☑ - Preparation for sharing with a partner or team
☑ - Sentence stems
☑ - Sentence Activities (Because/but/so, sentence expansion, sentence combining)
☑ - Paragraph Writing frames
☑ - Notes on verbal explanations/presentations
☑ - Notes on written text 
☑ - Annotations – (Circling, Underlining, Notes in Margin)
☑ - Brainstorming
☑ - Brain Drain
☑ - Quick writes
☑ - Quick draws
☑ - Warm-up activity (Do Now)
☑ - Exit Ticket 59

Short Answer Strategy
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Strategy – Short Answer

Step 1: Read the item.

Step 2: Turn the Question into part of the answer and write it 
down.

Step 3: Think of the answer or locate the answer in the article.

Step 4: Complete your answer. 

REWARDS PLUS 
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Example – Science

What is the major difference between producers and 
consumers?

(Written Answer) The major difference between 
producers and consumers is that producers make 
their own food and consumers must eat plants and 
other animals for food.  
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Sentence Stems 
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Sentence Stems 

Procedure
1. T.  Asks an oral question. OR
2. T/Ss. Read a question.
3. T. Provides a written sentence stem. 
4. Ss. Copy the sentence stem and complete the sentence.
5. Ss. Read reread and check their sentences. 

• Does the sentence make sense?
• Are the words spelled correctly?
• Does the sentence begin with a capital letter?
• Does the sentence end with a period?
• Is the handwriting legible?

6. Ss. Read sentences to their partners and provide feedback.
7. T. Provides feedback.  

• Show an example sentence.

• Shows one or two student examples using a document camera. 

64



Sentence Stems 
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Why do we celebrate Labor Day?

We celebrate Labor Day because …

Hochman, J. C. & Wexler, N. 
(2017) The writing revolution: a 
guide to advancing thinking 
through writing in all subjects and 
grades.  Jossey-Bass. 
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Recommended Book

Because, But, So 
Sentences with Conjunctions

The Writing Revolution

Page 40
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Sentences with Conjunctions
because, but, so

The teacher was happy because the children listened carefully.  
(Because explains WHY something is true.)

The teacher was happy, but the children wanted class to end. 
(But indicates a change in direction.)

The teacher was happy, so the teacher praised the children.  
(So tells us what happens as a result of something else.)
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Sentences with Conjunctions
because, but, so

The dog barked because a stranger was in the yard.  
(Because explains WHY something is true.) 

The dog barked, but the dog could not get outside. 
(But indicates a change in direction.)  

The dog barked, so the stranger quickly left the yard.  
(So tells us what happens as a result of something else.)
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Sentences with Conjunctions
because, but, so

Many people came to Megan’s birthday party because
(Because explains WHY something is true.) 

Many people came to Megan’s birthday party, but
(But indicates a change in direction.)  

Many people came to Megan’s birthday party, so
(So tells us what happens as a result of something else.)
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Sentences with Conjunctions
because, but, so

Many people came to Megan’s birthday party because she had friends from 
school, church, and soccer.

(Because explains WHY something is true.) 

Many people came to Megan’s birthday party, but her grandparents were out 
of the country and could not return for the party.

(But indicates a change in direction.)  

Many people came to Megan’s birthday party, so her parents had to order 
TWO birthday cakes.

(So tells us what happens as a result of something else.)
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Sentences with Conjunctions
because, but, so

The family grew many vegetables because
(Because explains WHY something is true.) 

The family grew many vegetables, but
(But indicates a change in direction.)  

The family grew vegetables, so
(So tells us what happens as a result of something else.)
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Because But So 
Wonders of the Night Sky (page 281)

The Aurora Borealis is an amazing light show because ...
(Because explains WHY something is true.) 

The Aurora Borealis is an amazing light show, but ...
(But indicates a change in direction.)  

The Aurora Borealis is an amazing light show, so ...
(So tells us what happens as a result of something else.)
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Because But So 
Wonders of the Night Sky (page 281)

The Aurora Borealis is an amazing light show because electrical charges 
cause colorful bands of light. 
(Because explains WHY something is true.) 

The Aurora Borealis is an amazing light show, but it only occurs every 
few years. 
(But indicates a change in direction.)  

The Aurora Borealis is an amazing light show, so we should travel to 
the North Pole to observe “the northern lights.”
(So tells us what happens as a result of something else.)
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because – but - so

Kenya is an independent nation today because Kenya gained 
independence from Great Britain in 1963.
(Because explains WHY something is true.) 

Kenya is an independent nation today, but there are still major conflicts in 
the nation due to different languages, histories, cultures, and traditions.
(But indicates a change in direction.)  

Kenya is an independent nation today, so the court system can make 
important decisions.  For example, the Supreme Court found that the 
August election was not held according to the law, so a new election will 
be held in October, 2017.   

(So tells us what happens as a result of something else.)
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Sentence Checklist

______My sentence is a complete sentence.

______ My sentence makes sense.

______ My sentence begins with a capital letter.

______ My sentence ends in a period.

______ My spelling is correct.

______ My handwriting is neat.  
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Sentence Expansion

The Writing Revolution 

Page 56
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Sentence Expansion

Expand each sentence using three of the following question words: who, 
what, when, where, why, and/or how.  

Start Sentence: The children raced. 

When:  one spring day
Where: down the road 
Why: celebrate the last day of the school year

Create Sentence:  One spring day, the children ran down the 
road to celebrate the last day of the school year.  
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Sentence Expansion
Example from The Writing Revolution

Expand the following sentence using the question words.

Start Sentence:  Pyramids were built. 

When: ancient times 
Where: Egypt
Why: protect body of deceased pharaoh

Expanded Sentence: In ancient times, pyramids were built in 
Egypt to protect the body of the deceased pharaoh. 
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Sentence Expansion

Name __________________  Date __________________
Expand each sentence using three of the following question words: who, 
what, when, where, why, and/or how.  

Start Sentence:  Andrew Jackson and his American forces won.
What The Battle of New Orleans
When January 8, 1815
Why wanted to keep British from seizing 

New Orleans and Louisiana Purchase

Expanded Sentence:  
On January 8, 1815, Andrew Jackson and his American forces won the 
Battle of New Orleans, stopping the British from invading and seizing New 
Orleans and the vast Louisiana Purchase.
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Sentence Expansion
Example created by Science Teacher, Anya Covarrubias
Based on Teaching Basic Writing Skills by Judith Hochman

Expand each sentence using 3 of the following question 
words: when, where, and how.

Start Sentence: Carbon dioxide is produced during Cellular 
Respiration.
Where: during the Kreb’s Cycle
When: carbon chains are broken down
How: by bonding with oxygen molecules

Expanded Sentence: Carbon dioxide is produced during the 
Kreb’s Cycle when carbon chains are broken down and bond 
with oxygen molecules.
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Sentence Combining
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Sentence Combining 

(Examples taken from REWARDS Writing – Sentence Refinement 
published by Sopris Learning)

Start: Linda grabbed a seat.
Add: Bobby grabbed a seat.
Add: The seats were adjoining.
Add: The seats were on the bus.
Add: The bus was crowded.
Create: 
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Sentence Combining 

(Examples taken from REWARDS Writing – Sentence Refinement 
published by Sopris)

Start: As the cubs grow fur, they spend periods of time outside the 
den.
Add: The fur is thicker.
Add: The periods of time are short.
Add: The den is warm.
Add: The den is protective.
Create: _______________________________________
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Sentence Combining 

(Examples taken from REWARDS Writing – Sentence Refinement 
published by Sopris)

Start: Jared will finish shopping for school supplies.
Add: He will shop this afternoon.
Add: He will shop at the mall.
Create: ____________________________________ 
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Sentence Combining 

(Examples taken from REWARDS Writing – Sentence Refinement 
published by Voyager/Sopris)

Start: Everyone ate birthday cake.
Add: The birthday cake was chocolate.
Add: Everyone ate vanilla ice cream.
Add: Everyone ate candy.
Create: ____________________________________
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Written Responses

Short Written Answers 

Which might you use? 

• Strategy for Short Written Answers
• Sentence Stems
• Because – But – So 
• Sentence Expansion 
• Sentence Combining
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Paragraph Frames 
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Summary - Informational Text 

Chapter: __________ Topic: _______________

In this section of the chapter, a number of critical points were made about …

First, the authors pointed out that…

This was important because…

Next, the authors mentioned that… 

Furthermore, they indicated…

This was critical because…

Finally, the authors suggested that… 
89

Summary -Informational Text

Chapter: Decomposers 

In this section of the chapter, a number of critical 
points were made about decomposers.  First, the authors 
stated that decomposers break down organisms that are no 
longer living such as dead plants, dead animals, and rotting 
wood.  This is important because decomposers break the 
organisms into nutrients that can be used by plants. Next, the 
authors mentioned that earthworms are decomposers that eat 
plant life that has died. Furthermore, they indicated that 
earthworms pass nutrients from dead plants to the soil. This was 
critical because these nutrients enrich the soil and thus support 
plant growth. Finally, the authors suggested that fungi and some 
insects are other examples of decomposers. 
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Summary - Informational Text

• Chapter: Drifting Continents
• Topic: Wegener's Theory

• In this section of the chapter, a number of critical points were made 
about Alfred Wegener's theory of continental drift.  First, the authors 
pointed out that Wegener believed that all the continents were once 
joined together in a single landmass that drifted apart forming the 
continents of today. This was important because it explained why the 
outline of the continents as they are today fit together. Next, the authors 
mentioned that Wegener argued that there were many pieces of 
evidence supporting his theory of continental drift.  Furthermore, they 
indicated that Wegener used evidence of similar landforms and fossils on 
different continents to prove his theory. This was critical because other 
scientists could validate this evidence. Finally, the authors suggested that 
despite this evidence, other scientists did not accept Wegener's theory 
because he could not explain the force that pushes and pulls the 
continent.
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Summary – Narrative Frame 

The title of this story was ……

The setting of the story was  …..

……  was the main character of the story. 

In the story, we learned that  ….  was …..

His/her main problem/conflict/goal was  …

At first, … tried to resolve this problem/conflict/goal by …

Later, he/she tried to resolve the problem/conflict/goal by… 

In the end, the following happened: …
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Summary – Narrative Example 
The title of this story was My Summer Vacation.  

The setting of the story was a cattle ranch in Texas 
during summer vacation.  Wallace  was the main 
character of the story.  We learned that Wallace was 
a young city boy who was spending his summer with 
the crew on the ranch.  His main problem was that he 
had to learn all of the skills of a  wrangler such as 
how to move the cattle from one location to another 
and use a lasso properly.  At first, Wallace tried to 
resolve this problem by carefully observing the ranch 
hands and mimicking their behaviors.  Later, he tried 
to resolve the problem by asking the other 
wranglers, the ranch manager, and even the cook to 
teach him ranch skills.  In the end, the following 
happened: Wallace stopped a stampede. 
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Summary - Video

Although I already knew that ...
I learned some new facts from the video titled ...
I learned ...
I also discovered that...
Another fact I learned was ...
However, the most important/interesting thing I became aware of 
was...
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Summary - Video

Although I already knew that migrating Vaux Swifts 
gather in NW Portland, Oregon in the fall, I learned some new 
facts from the video titled Vaux Swifts. I learned that the 
Vaux Swifts can not perch like other song birds due to the 
structure of their claws.  These birds either cling to the walls 
of a hollow tree or a chimney or fly.  I also discovered that 
their natural habitat is declining, forcing them to sleep in 
chimneys.  Another fact I learned was that up to 30,000 swifts 
gather at Chapman Elementary School where they dive down 
into the chimney at sunset.  However, the most interesting 
thing I became aware of was that the children at the school 
are very supportive of the migrating Vaux Swifts.  To protect 
the swifts in the school chimney, the heat is turned off until 
the swifts migrate, resulting in the students wearing sweaters 
and coats in class. 
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Compare and Contrast 

... and ... are similar in a number of ways.  

First, they both……

Another critical similarity is ...

An equally important similarity is ...

Finally, they ...

The differences between  ...  and  ...  are also obvious.  

The most important difference is ...

In addition, they are ... 

In the final analysis,  ... differs from  ... in two major ways: … 96



Compare and Contrast - Example 

The sun and the moon are similar in a number of ways.  First, they both belong to the 

solar system.  Another critical similarity is that they are visible from Earth. During the day we 

can observe the sun and at night we can spot the moon.  An equally important similarity is 

that both of them move within our solar system. Finally, they are objects that we want to 

learn more about.  

The differences between  the sun and  moon are also obvious.  The most important 

difference is that the sun is a gaseous star while the moon is solid. The sun is MUCH larger 

than the moon. In addition, they are different in terms of the light that we observe.  The sun 

gives off heat and light of its own, while the moon does not give off light of its own but rather 

reflects light of the sun.  In the final analysis,  the sun differs from  the moon in two major 

ways: their makeup (gas vs solid) and their light, produced by the sun and reflected by the 

moon.
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Compare and Contrast  - Example

Narrative and informative written products are similar in a number of 
ways.  First, they both have an author intent on sharing his/her ideas. 
Another critical similarity is the goal of informative and narrative writing: 
to communicate to a reader or group of readers. An equally important 
similarity is that both genre’ utilize the words, mechanics, and grammar of 
the author’s language. Finally, both are read on a daily basis across the 
world. 

The differences between narrative and informative written products are 
also obvious. The most important difference is their purpose.  Narratives 
convey a story, real or imagined, while informative products transmit 
information that the reader needs or is interested in learning.  In addition, 
they are structured differently.  The structure of a narrative is based on the 
elements of a story: settings, characters, the character’s problems, 
attempts at resolving the problem, and finally its resolution. In contrast, 
when writing an informative product, authors organize the information 
into paragraphs each containing a topic and critical details. In the final 
analysis, narratives differ from informative text in two major ways: content 
and structure. 98

Explanation  

There are a number of reasons why ....
The most important reason is…
Another reason is …
A further reason is …
So you can see why…
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Explanation  

There are a number of reasons why everyone 
should recycle. The most important reason is that 
recycling reduces the amount of energy and natural 
resources that we use. Another reason is that 
recycling reduces the amount of waste that ends up 
in landfills. A further reason is that recycling also 
reduces the amount of carbon that is emitted into the 
air. So you can see why it is critical that all of us 
increase our efforts to recycle.
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Explanation - Why  

There are a number of reasons why non-native 
plants and animals damage the Great Lakes. The most 
important reason is that many invasive species take 
food from native species.  Another reason is that some 
of the invasive, non-native species attach to docks and 
to boats, causing great damage. A further reason is 
that some non-native species clog water pipes, 
restricting the movement of water to industries and 
residences. So you can see why actions need to be 
taken to protect the Great Lakes from invasive, non-
native plants and animals. 
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Argument

Though not everybody would agree, I want to argue that...

I have several reasons for arguing this point of view.

My first reason is …

A further reason is…

Furthermore…

Therefore, although some people might argue that …

I have shown that …
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Argument

Though not everybody would agree, I want to argue that Andrew 

Jackson was not the president for the common man though he was the 

first US president not born into a rich family.  I have several reasons for 
arguing this point of view.  My first reason is that Jackson’s policies called 

for the removal of Native Americans from their homelands in order to 

allow white settlers to take over native territories. A further reason is that 

while Jackson expanded suffrage to white men who did not have property, 

voting rights were not extended to women. Furthermore, Jackson was a 

plantation owner with at least 150 slaves. Therefore, although some 
people might argue that President Jackson, our 7th President, was the 

president for the common man because of his impoverished roots, I have 
shown that Jackson was NOT the president for Native Americans, women, 

or African Americans.  103

Description

When describing ..., the word that comes to mind is ...
One reason is ...
Another reason is ...
Finally, ... is ... because ...
Thus, ... is the best description of ...
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Description (Mystic Horse by Paul Goble)

When describing the Pawnee boy in Mystic Horse, the 
word that comes to mind is kind. One reason is that he was 
very kind to his grandmother.  He helped her travel, gather 
food, collect discarded clothing for their use, and set up camp 
every day. Another reason is that the boy took care of the 
sickly, old horse even when others thought the horse was 
useless. Finally, he was kind when he gave a horse to his 
grandmother and asked her to give the remaining horses in 
the herd to individuals who needed a horse.  He could have 
chosen to keep the entire herd to increase his wealth.  Thus, 
kind is the best description of the Pawnee boy called the Boy 
Chief.
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Character Analysis

The character ... in ... can best be described as ...
This is evident when ...
... also shows this trait when he/she...
Further, his/her...is evident when ...
Thus, ... is a good way to describe ...
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Character Analysis

The character Prince Alfonso in the story called 
Blancaflor can best be described as honorable and 
obedient. This is evident when the Prince kept his 
promise to return to the Land of No Return after 
three years in exchange for his father’s health. Prince 
Alfonso also shows this trait when he gave the eagle 
the golden chain in exchange for passage over a 
ravine. Further, his commitment to being honorable 
and obedient is evident when the Prince completed 
the three tasks required by Blancaflor’s father. Thus, 
being honorable and obedient is a good way to 
describe Prince Alfonso.
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Analysis of Graphic

The title of this graphic is...
The type of graphic is .... 
Its purpose is to ...
One critical observation that I made was...
This is important because ...
I reached a number of conclusions through my analysis of this graphic.
First, ....
Second, ....
Finally, ...
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Example Graphic – Social Studies
Western World - Holt Social Studies 
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Analysis of Graphic

The title of this graphic is Mexico’s Trading Partners.
The type of graphic is a pie graph. Its purpose is to convey 
information about Mexico’s imports and exports in 2005. One 
critical observation that I made was that Mexico’s major trade 
partner is the United States. This is important because it 
emphases the economic relationship between the United 
States and Mexico, its southern neighbor. I reached a number 
of conclusions through my analysis of this graphic. First, 
Mexico has a higher percentage (89%) of their exports going 
to the US than the percentage of imports (63%) coming into 
Mexico from the US. Second, 10% of Mexico’s imports come 
from Asian countries, China and Japan. Finally, it is obvious 
that Mexico’s economy is very dependent on Mexico’s 
relationship with the United States.
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Analysis of Graphic

The title of this graphic is Pluto vs. Earth. The type of graphic 
is a chart. Its purpose is to show the differences between 
Pluto and the Earth. One critical observation that I made was 
that their surfaces are different. Pluto is mostly covered by 
frozen nitrogen and rock.  However, the Earth’s surface is 
mostly covered in water and land.  This is important because 
the Earth’s surface supports plant and animal life.  This is not 
the same on Pluto.  I reached a number of conclusions 
through my analysis of this graphic.  First, the Earth is much 
larger than Pluto as indicated by their diameters (Earth - 8,000 
miles vs Pluto - 1,400 miles). Second, Pluto is a greater 
distance from the Sun than the Earth is from the Sun. Finally, 
the length of a day on Pluto is MUCH longer than a day on 
Earth.  On Pluto, a day is about 154 hours long.  On the Earth, 
a day is 24 hours long. 
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Process 

To ..., you need to follow these basic steps.  
First, you need to …
Next …
Then…
When you finish, you should have ….
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Process 

To draw an animal using a photo, you need to 
follow these basic steps.  First, you need to draw an 
oval for the body of the animal and additional shapes 
to represent the head and legs of the animal. Next, 
connect the shapes to form the outline of the animal. 
Then, draw in additional features such as eyes, ears, 
claws, etc. Finally, you can sketch in details such as 
hair, eyebrows, and nails. When you finish, you 
should have a drawing that mirrors the animal’s 
photo. 
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Paragraph Frames 
Which might you use? 

• Summary Informational Text
• Summary Narrative test
• Summary Video
• Compare and contrast
• Explanation
• Argument
• Description
• Character Analysis
• Analysis of Graphic
• Process
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Brain Drain on Active Participation

There are a number of practices 
that I will apply from this series on 
Active Participation.


