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Welcome to Evidence-Based Strategies 
for Improving Early Literacy

Part #2:  Developing Automaticity with Early Phonics Skills

Lexie 
Domaradzki

Shelby 
Skaanes
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Areas of focus 
for each 
webinar in 
this series…

Webinar #1: Phonological Awareness
Developing Phonological Awareness provides the foundation 
for students’ reading success in the future. Refine your ability 
to deliver high quality phonological awareness for both core 
instruction as well as intervention.

Webinar #2: Developing Automaticity with Early Phonics 
Skills
Refine your ability to deliver efficient, high-quality phonics 
instruction using evidence-based routines. We will investigate 
the routines and watch examples of effective phonics 
instruction in rural Alaskan classrooms.

Webinar #3: Developing Automaticity with Advanced 
Phonics
Explore how to deliver efficient, high-quality instruction with 
complex vowel patterns, affixes, and multisyllabic words. Our 
discussion will be enhanced by examining video of teachers 
using evidence-based routines in rural Alaskan classrooms.

Webinar #4: Developing Accurate and Fluent Readers in 
Connected Text
Strengthen your skills in using decodable text and dictation to 
support accuracy and fluency in connected text.

Learning Intention for today:

Learn to provide Phonics instruction so that all students are able to accurately 
associate spelling patterns with sounds and decode complex spelling patterns in 
words.

Success Criteria:

1. I can identify the Phonics Skills in the Alaska ELA Standards.

2. I can deliver phonics instruction with accuracy and efficiency.

Reading Requires…

X

PA

Phonics

Fluency

Vocabulary

Text 
Comprehension

Decoding Comprehension

4

5

6



2/27/2020

3

Timeline of Essential Elements of Reading

Grade K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Phonemic Awareness

Phonics (Alphabetic Principle)

Accuracy and Fluency with 
Connected Text

Vocabulary

Comprehension

Advanced Word Study

Recommendations
Recommendation 1 - Teach students 
academic language skills, including the 
use of inferential and narrative language, 
and vocabulary knowledge. 

Recommendation 2 - Develop 
awareness of the segments of sound 
in speech and how they link to 
letters.

Recommendation 3 - Teach students 
to decode words, analyze word 
parts, and write and recognize 
words.

Recommendation 4 - Ensure that each 
student reads connected text every day to 
support reading accuracy, fluency, and 
comprehension.

As a reminder…

Phonemic awareness, the ability 

to hear and manipulate 

individual sounds is foundational 

to the development of literacy. 

The ability for your students to 

segment and differentiate 

phonemes is crucial for accurate 

decoding, encoding, and 

understanding of speech. 
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Assessments 
of 

Phonological 
Awareness

Subskill 
Measures in 

Universal 
Screening Tools

Test of 
Phonological 
Awareness 
(TOPA-K) –

Torgeson and 
Davis

CORE 
Phonological 
Segmentation 

Test

Phonological 
Awareness 

Screening Test 
(PAST) – David 

Kilpatrick

Early Phonics 
Pretest
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Orthographic 
Processor

Orthographic 
Processor

• Receives visual input from printed words

• Perceives and recognizes letters, 
punctuation, spaces and letter patterns in 
words

• Enables us to copy lines of print, recognize 
whole words as units and remember letter 
sequences for spelling

• If the letter or letter sequences are 
familiar, we associate them with sounds 
and meaning

• Children who have orthographic difficulties 
have trouble with spelling, read slowly 
because they are sounding everything out

Orthographic 
Processor

Orthographic mapping is the process of 

forming letter-sound connections in 

order to combine and recall the spelling, 

pronunciation, and the meaning of 

words. 

It involves the critical process by which 

children are able to learn to read words 

at a glance, spell a word aloud (and 

from memory), and develop vocabulary 

words.
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English Language

26 LETTERS 44 SOUNDS 250 GRAPHEMES

• Only a small percentage of English 
words have irregular spellings and 
letter-sound relationships. This 
means that nearly all English 
words can be read by applying 
knowledge of letter-sound 
relationships and blending sounds 
together to form a whole word.

• Being able to decode words 
effortlessly (convert spelling into 
speech sounds) means children are 
able to focus their attention on 
comprehending what they read.

Phonics: In Practice, Reading Rockets

The purpose of phonics instruction -
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Phonics: In Depth, Reading Rockets

Instructional 
Routines
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Foundational 
Skills

Important 
Aspects of 

Instructional 
Routines

Teacher Explanation

Choral Response

Focus 

Cue for what you want students to do

Wait time

Signal
Tap, swoop or slide

Tells students when to 
respond

Script helps us keep the 
work in the right processor

(few words)

Approx. amount of time for 
each routine
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Example of Instructional Routine

Explanation:  When I point to a letter, say the letter name in 
your head. When I tap my finger, you will say the name of the 
letter.

Model: I will show you how to do the first one.

Cue: Name?

Signal: Tap

Sound-Spelling 
Cards

Sound-Spelling Cards

• The picture is…..

• The sound is….

• The spelling is/are….
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Organization

Let’s practice

Alphabetic Principle – Letter Names

• Not knowing letter names is related to difficulty in learning letter 

sounds and in recognizing words. This impacts a student’s ability to 

apply the alphabetic principle (understanding that there are 

systematic and predictable relationships between written letters 

and spoken sounds).

• Children whose alphabetic knowledge is not well developed when 

they start school need sensibly organized instruction that will help 

them identify, name, and write letters. 

The Alphabetic Principle, Reading Rockets
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Letter Name or Sound Review

c f r m

f m s c

r s m f

In order to read an unknown 

word, a student needs to be able 

to look at the graphemes (letter 

or letter pattern) and connect 

each one to its phoneme (sound).

Sound-Spelling Review

ea ai ay oy

ai ay oy ea

ou ea ay oy

31

32

33



2/27/2020

12

Blending 
Routines

Continuous 
Blending 
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Measuring the Dimensions of Alphabetic Principle of the Reading 
Development of First Graders

(Harn, B.A., Stoolmiller, M., and Chard, D.J. 2008. Journal of Learning Disabilities, 
Volume 41, Number 2)

• Unitization is a critical developmental process in word reading 
development.

• Students who approach the NWF task as a more advanced unit level 
(whole word) may be categorized as in the full alphabetic phase and 
are quantitatively and qualitatively better readers in the middle and 
the end of first grade on an ORF measure.

Continuous 
Blending 
Routine

Focus:  Finger to the left of the word

Cue:  blend

Signal: swoop finger under each 
sound of the word

Focus:  Finger to the left of the word

Wait  Time:  none

Signal:  slide under the word

Continuous Blending Progression (kindergarten)

a. CVC words -- all continuous sounds (e.g., sun)

a. CVC words -- stop sound at the end of the 
word (e.g., mat)

a. CVC words -- stop sound at the beginning of 
the word (e.g., cat)

a. CCVC words -- stop sound in the middle of 
the word (e.g., stop)
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Let’s Practice

sun man can fin

slop   mat rip slip

cast step cap kit

Sound-by-Sound 
Blending

Sound-by-
Sound 

Blending 
Routine

Write first sound…..Tap….sound?

Write second sound…tap….sound?

Blend

Write next sound….tap…sound?

Blend

Word?
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Let’s Practice

sun                                 fast                           crack

splash                            stop                          mask           

Vowel-First 
Blending Routine

Vowel-First 
Blending 
Routine

Focus:  Finger(s) under the 
vowel sound-spelling

Cue:  sound?

Signal: tap

Focus:  Finger to the left of the 
word

Wait  Time:  2 seconds

Signal:  slide under the word

43

44

45



2/27/2020

16

Let’s Practice

part wait take shirt

jump fort weight         smart

first right flirt deer

High-
Frequency 
Words
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Early Phonics 
Pretest

Adjustments and 
Answers

A, C, C, B, B, D, D, B, D, D

Thank You!
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