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Language 
Comprehension

A Framework for Understanding Text Structure

ASDN Spring Webinar Series

Introduce yourself in the Chat Box!

•Name

•District

•Grade(s) or Role

Review of 
content 

from prior 
webinar

Intentional Instruction

• Instructional Routines

• Extended instruction with 6-9 
words per week

• Embedded instruction (usually 
within a Read Aloud)

Word Learning Strategies

• Using Contextual Analysis

• Develop Morphological Awareness

• Prefixes, suffixes, bases and root 
words
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Examples

The manager wanted a weekly inspection, which is a methodical examination of all the 

equipment. 

Our sweltering summer days were quickly replaced by the cold flashes of fall. 

Celestial bodies, including the sun, moon, and stars, have fascinated man for centuries. 

His emaciation, that is, his skeleton-like appearance, was frightening to see. 

This painting of the landscape is picturesque, while the one of the old house is just plain ugly. 

Diane was lethargic; she didn't have the energy to get out of bed. 

I called him a nuisance because he annoyed me with his incessant line of questioning. 

It was an idyllic day - sunny, warm, and perfect for a walk in the park. 

How might you consider contextual 

analysis with your instruction and 

support in your discipline?
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Learning Target for today:

Understand how text structures support comprehension 
of informational text.

Success Criteria: 

1. I can list the primary text structures for informational text.

2. I can describe how a collaborative approach supports 
students with informational text.

Resources
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Anchor Standard 5: Text 
Features and Text 
Structure

Chat Box:  Please type one thing you know about informational text 
structures in the chat box.

5. Use text features and

search tools (e.g., table of 

contents, index, key words, 

sidebars, hyperlinks) to

locate information relevant

to a given topic efficiently.

5. Describe the overall 

structure (e.g., sequence, 

comparison, cause/effect, 

problem/solution) of events, 

ideas, concepts, or 

information in a text or part 

of a text.

5. Compare and contrast the 

overall structure (e.g., 

sequence, comparison, 

cause/effect, 

problem/solution) of events, 

ideas, concepts, or 

information in two or more 

texts.

Alaska ELA Standards: Reading (6-12)
Anchor Standard Grade Specific Standard Examples (Informational Text)

Craft and Structure
5. Analyze the structure of texts, 

including how specific sentences, 
paragraphs, and larger portions of 
the text (e.g., a section, chapter, 
scene, or stanza) relate to each 
other and the whole.

Grade 7
5. Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a 

text, including how the major sections contribute to 
the whole and to the development of the ideas.

Grade 8
5. Analyze in detail the structure of a specific paragraph 

in a text, including the role of a particular sentence in 
developing and refining a key concept.

Grades 11-12
5. Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the 

structure an author uses in his or her exposition or 
argument, including whether the structure makes 
points clear, convincing, and engaging.
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Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies 6-12

Reading Standards for Literacy in Science and Technical Subjects 6-12

Kindergarten through Third Grade
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Informational

Cause/Effect

Compare/Contrast

Description

Chronology/Sequence

Problem/Solution

Text Structures

Narrative

Character(s)

Setting

Problem/Conflict

Events

Resolution/Outcomes

Theme

The problem teachers face is that expository text 

reading tends to be more difficult for students than 

typical story reading (McCormick & Zutell, 2015). 

Several characteristics of expository text may 

contribute to this difficulty:

■ Technical vocabulary

■ High density of facts

■ Unfamiliar content

■ Cognitively demanding concepts
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Text Structure Strategies for Improving
Expository Reading Comprehension (article)

• In your breakout group (10 min read, 12 min share)

– Jigsaw

• #1 Read pages 71-72

• #2 Read pages 73-75

• #3 Read pages 76-77

• #4 Read pages 78-80

– Share learnings from reading

Welcome back…

In the chat box, please share 
something that was valuable 
to you that was discussed in 
the breakout room. 

Teaching 
Informational 

Text Structures

How did the video 
demonstrate some 
of the information 

in the article?

https://dwwlibrary.wested.org/resources/993
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Chat Box

What were some things that you noticed 

in the video related to Text Structure?

Bethel High School 
Example

Break Out 
Rooms:

1.  # off 1-5

2. Each person reads 
corresponding 
paragraph and 
determines the text 
structure for their 
paragraph

3.  Discuss why you chose 
that text structure 
(signal words, etc)
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Each person:

Read 5 paragraphs and 

determine which text 

structure is represented 

in each paragraph.

Dinoflagellates play an important role in marine ecosystems. 
Together with diatoms and coccolithophores, they are a major 
component of phytoplankton that provide food directly or 
indirectly to many marine animals.  Their flagella, mixtrophic
nutrition, ability to migrate vertically in the water column and 
lack of dependence on silicon give dinoflagellates an ecological 
advantage over diatoms.  On the other hand, aside from 
predation, to which the diatoms are subjected as well, 
dinoflagellates are less tolerant of stormy seas.  Their 
relatively large size and multiplated structure increase their 
chance of cells being torn apart.  

(Introduction to Marine Biology, Karleskint Turner Small, pg  
145

What text structure/s did the author use to organize the text?
How did knowing the text structure assist with your comprehension of the text?

Considerate Text:  ReadWorks
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Learning Target for today:

Understand how text structures support comprehension of 
informational text.

Success Criteria: 

• I can list the primary text structures for informational text.

• I can describe how a collaborative approach supports 
students with informational text.

Closing for the day…
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