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Welcome

Chat Box:  
Describe your 
favorite meal

Session Goals

Enhance understanding of the 
purpose and use of decodable text.

Confirm understanding of the role 
of fluency in literacy instruction.

Investigate the Close Reading 
approach to support many 

elements of the Reading Rope.
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(Scarborough, 2001) 

So many types 
of text…

Quick Write 
– 2 minutes

Text Type What comes to mind?

Patterned Text

Rebus Text

Decodable Text

Leveled Text

Authentic Literature Text

Page 3 in Participant Handout
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Different kinds of text
Text Type Purpose Example

Patterned 
Text

Concepts of Print, Picture Clues, High-
Frequency Word practice

“I see the …”
Brown Bear, Brown Bear

Rebus Text High-Frequency Word practice, Concepts 
of Print

“I see the (rebus of object).”
“I like the (rebus of object).”

Decodable
Text

Students examine words in ways that 
help them internalize and solidify sound-
spelling patterns in long term memory.

Decodable Texts

Leveled 
Text

Texts written to fit a certain criteria (e.g., 
specific level, specific vocabulary, specific 
comprehension strategy)

Leveled Readers
Guided Reading Texts

Authentic
Literature 
Text

Texts written to tell a story without trying 
to fit a certain text criteria.

Anthology Text
Library Books

Evidence about Beginning Readers

Understand how speech maps to print.Understand

Decode words accurately.Decode

Accumulate a large store of words they can read by sight.Accumulate

Understand what is read.Understand

IES Practice Guide Recommendations 
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Decodable 
Text

A decodable text refers to a text that contains 

words that include the phonetic code that the 

student is already familiar with. In other words, a 

decodable text matches the level of the student’s 

ability to decode them from a sound-based 

decoding approach.

https://readingsimplified.com/decodable-texts/

Decodable Readers provide controlled text that ensures students 
have a HIGH degree of success with being accurate when reading.

Decodable Readers

• Research suggests that the use of decodable 

texts helps students internalize and master 

the sound-spelling patterns.

• Decodable texts are densely packed with 

words that contain taught sound-spelling 

patterns, and the concentration of these 

sound-spelling patterns is not found in other 

forms of text. 

10

11

12

https://readingsimplified.com/decodable-texts/


11/23/2020

5

What sound-spelling cards and high 
frequency words have been taught?

Sound Spelling Cards

• Short e

• Short u

• Short I

• Lion card (L)

• Mouse card (M)

• Noodles Card (N)

• Goose card (G)

• Bear card (B)

• Rooster card (R)

High Frequency words

• Take, this, and, what, is, the, on

Important considerations for 
using decodables

• Routine for students to follow

– First read for accuracy (95-100% 
accurate on each page)

– Second read fluency

– If finished in the amount of time, 
student goes back to beginning of 
story and begins again

– Teacher is listening to each student 
read and making notes
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Achieve the CorePage 4 in Participant Handout

Resources to Support the 
Use of Decodable Text

Decodable Words

• Calculate (%)

– # of decodable words/total # of non-decodable words

Bob the fish swims and swims. He 

swims past the rocks and the kelp. Then 
he rests on the sand.

20 total words
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Lesson to Text Match (LTTM)

• Student knows the sound-symbol relationship to decode a 
word in its entirety 

– no partial activation of the word

– No guessing based on initial sound

• Calculatable (%)

– # of decodable words/total # of words

Bob the fish swims and swims. He 

swims past the rocks and the kelp. Then 
he rests on the sand.

20 total words

Page 5 in Participant Handout

Share a confirmation of 

something you knew or 

additional learning regarding 

Decodable Readers.
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Fluency

Page 6 in Participant Handout

Write anything you 
know about fluency 

inside the circle.

Fluency is a key 
contributor toward 
independent and 

successful reading 
and is comprised of 
three components.

ACCURACY RATE

PROSODY
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Fluency

Word reading fluency 
fundamentally depends on 
the number of sight words 
that readers have stored in 
long term memory 
(orthographic lexicon) and 
can access instantaneously.

(2009) Hudson et al, Hudson 
& Torgeson, 2006) 

Fluency

First, accuracy and automaticity 
development at the letter, letter 
pattern and word level.

Then, accuracy and automaticity at 
the sentence, paragraph and 
passage level.

Supporting 
Fluency 

Repeated oral reading and feedback continue 
to be studied and have found to have moderate 
to high effect sizes for both familiar and 
unfamiliar text.  

Padeliadu & Giazitzidou, 2018

However, no evidence suggests that repeated 
oral reading closes the achievement gap 
between struggling readers and their peers.  
Interventions that include repeated reading 
should address underlying skill deficits that may 
be creating the gap.  
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Strategies to Build Fluency

Repeated Reading

Wide Reading from a variety of genres

• Choral Reading

• Cloze Reading

• Partner Reading

Reading, Reading, Reading

Why is 
Fluency 

Important?

• More Fluent Readers direct relatively little 
effort to the act of reading, allowing them 
to focus active attention on meaning and 
message. 

• Less Fluent Readers must direct 
considerable effort to the act of reading, 
leaving little attention for reflecting on its 
meaning and message.

Less fluent readers need to allocate more 
resources to decoding.

More fluent readers have more resources 
available for comprehension.

decoding comprehension
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Processing 
Activity

5 Points of Most 
Significance

Page 7-10 in Participant Handout

Fluency as an Assessment
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Acronyms 
to 

Know 

Why Assess Fluency?

How to 
Assess 

Fluency
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How to 
Assess 

Fluency

# of wcpm
# of wpm

= accuracy 100 wcpm/125wpm = 80% accuracy

Page 11 in Participant Handout

Let’s Practice

In the winter of 3rd grade, John read 83 
words in one minute. He made 7 errors. 

• What is his WCPM?

• What is his level of accuracy?

• What is his percentile rank?

In the fall of 6th grade, Kaitlyn read 143 
words in one minute. She made 3 
errors. 

• What is her WCPM?

• What is her level of accuracy?

• What is her percentile rank?
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How to 
Assess 

Fluency

Breakout Room

Share how you may be currently 

supporting students with fluency?

If not currently implementing 

fluency practice, how might you 

consider it in the future?

Close Reading to 
Support 
Comprehension 
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BIG Idea!

A lesson utilizing a Close Reading 

approach should stress the text, not the 

reading strategies. It should focus 

attention on not just what the text said, 

but how the author expressed, reinforced, 

or extended the meaning through his/her 

choices of language and structure. 

Reading 1: 
Determine what a text says

• Questions should guide students to think 
about the most important ideas of the text 
(key ideas and details)

• Questions should clarify confusions about 
what the text says

• Discussion promoted by the questions 
should lead to a good general understanding 
of what the text said

• Follow-up by having students tell or write a 
summary
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Let’s practice

Reading 2: 
How does the text work?

Teachers ask questions

To guide students to think about how the text works (text structure)

About literary devices, word choices, structural elements and author purposes

To foster awareness of author choices 

To finish with students providing  critical analysis of the story or some aspect of the text

Same text, let’s practice
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Reading 3: 
What does the 
text mean?

Teachers ask questions

To help students think about what the 
text means to them and how it connects 
to other texts, films, or events

So students evaluate the effectiveness 
of author’s uses of literary devices

Same text, let’s practice

Resources
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Chat Box

What are some of the necessary habits of 

readers as they engage in a Close Reading 

approach?

What is the first, small change you will 

consider to incorporate or refine a Close 

Reading approach with your students?

Take a few moments and reflect on the learning from today…

Closing for session five…
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