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Fall ASDN Webinar Series - 2

Adding to the Screen using Annotation 
Click

View Options

Click Stamp

Click Annotate

Who is here today?

Grades K-2 Grades 3-5 Grade 6+

Specialist Administration Other
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In the Chat Box, 

please type one idea 

from last week’s 

webinar, The Reading 

Brain – Understanding the 

Science of Reading, 

that stuck with you.

Learning Intentions

• Confirm understanding of the role of 

vocabulary in skillful reading.

• Deepen understanding of research-based, 

scientifically validated approaches to 

developing vocabulary.

Where do you feel the 
most confident in 
delivering vocabulary 
instruction to your 
students?

What aspect of 
vocabulary instruction 
remains a challenge?

Quick Write

Page 2 in Participant Handout
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Vocabulary in kindergarten and first 

grade is a significant predictor of 

reading comprehension in the middle 

and secondary grades.

Cunningham, 2005; Cunningham & Stanovich, 1997; Chall & Dale, 1995; Denton et al. 2011  

Words, Words, 
Words

• Rapid acceleration starting at 

18 months

• Fueled by language in the 

environment

Building Neural Connections
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(Scarborough, 2001) 

Meaning 
Processor

Responsible for 
attaching meanings to 
words

Organizes and stores 
information about the 
meaning of words 

Organizes words in 
terms of word structure 
and relationships
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Components of Effective Vocabulary Instruction 

Components 
of Effective 
Vocabulary 
Instruction

Three Tiers of Words

15

Domain-specific 
words

General 
academic words

Words of 
everyday speech
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Three Tiers of 
Words

– Highly specialized, subject-specific; low 
occurrences in texts; lacking generalization
◦ E.g., oligarchy, euphemism, hydraulic, 

neurotransmitters

–Abstract, general academic (across content 
areas); encountered in written language; high 
utility across instructional areas
◦ E.g., principle, relative, innovation, function, 

potential, style

– Basic, concrete, encountered in 
conversation/ oral vocabulary; words most student 
will know at a particular grade level
◦ E.g., injury, apologize, education, serious, nation

Why are Tier 2 
words 
important?

17

Are critical to understanding texts

Appear in all sorts of texts and are highly 
generalizable

Require deliberate effort to learn, unlike Tier 1 words

Are far more likely to appear in written texts than in 
speech.

Often represent subtle or precise ways to say 
otherwise relatively simple things

Are seldom heavily scaffolded by authors or 
teachers, unlike Tier 3 words

Identify Tiered Vocabulary

Libby Riddles knew what she wanted to do with 

her life when she was just five years old.  In 1985, 

Riddles made history by becoming the first 

woman to win the grueling 1100-mile Iditarod 

race. Hers is a compelling story of arctic storms, 

freezing temperatures, loyal sled dogs—and the 

childhood dream that changed her life. 

Annotate:

Square Tier 1 Words
Underline Tier 2 Words

Circle Tier 3 Words
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Your Turn - Choosing Words to Teach

1. Read silently - Food Chains.

2. As you are reading, identify words that demonstrate attributes of Tier 1, Tier 2 and 

Tier 3 words. Use the table provided to sort the words.

3. Choose 3-5 Tier 2 words that would be worthy of in-depth instruction. What is their 

instructional potential?

4. Join a Breakout Room and compare lists. Discuss why you chose words for in-depth 

instruction.

Page 4-5 in Participant Handout

Breakout Room Working 
Agreements

• Start each session on time

• Participate fully

• Share quick write notes and 
thoughts from content

• Allow balanced participation with 
each member having time to share
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Instructional 
Routines

Matching 
Instructional 
Approach to 

Your Vocabulary 
Goal

Embedded Instruction:

• Simple explanation of target words provided 
within the context of the story. Provides 
definitional and contextual information. (e.g., 
Biemiller & Boote, 2006; Stahl & Fairbanks, 1996; Penno et 
al., 2002)

• Time efficient—allows for introduction of 
many words (breadth)

• Few exposures to targeted words, limited to 
text context

Page 6 in Participant Handout
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Model of Embedded Vocabulary Instruction

https://explicitinstruction.org/video-elementary/elementary-video-3/

Chat Box –

What might you have 

noticed with the 

Embedded instructional 

approach?

Matching the 
Explicit 

Instructional 
Approach to the 
Vocabulary Goal

Extended Instruction:

• Simple explanation of target words provided 
within the context of the story. Extended 
activities after story reading.  (e.g., Beck; Sales & 
Graves)

• Time intensive—limits instruction to fewer 
words (depth)

• Many encounters with words in varied 
contexts beyond the text

Page 6 in Participant Handout
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Model of Extended Vocabulary Instruction

https://explicitinstruction.org/video-elementary/elementary-video-4/

Chat Box –

What might you have 

noticed with the 

Extended instructional 

approach?
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Let’s Practice

Share Share in the Chat Box!

Try
Try Step 2 of the routine –

• Write a student-friendly definition 

Select Select one of your Tier 2 words from 
the previous activity.

Page 5 in Participant Handout

Chat Box

Share an idea that was new or confirmed related to 

Specific Word Instruction.

Components 
of Effective 
Vocabulary 
Instruction

31

32

33



10/17/2020

12

Word-Learning Strategies

• Morphemic analysis: Teach a method of breaking down words into roots , 
suffixes, and prefixes to derive the meanings of words; teach students meanings 
of high-incidence affixes.

• Contextual analysis: Students learn to infer the meanings of words in texts by  
examining meaning and functions of the surrounding words.

• Dictionary use: Teach students how to read dictionary entries and decide which 
entry fits the usage of the text containing the target word; also use dictionaries 
to confirm or clarify word knowledge.

34

Morphemic Analysis

• Morphemic analysis is the ability to identify 

meaningful parts of words, i.e. prefixes, 

suffixes and roots. 

• To be most effective, morphemic analysis 

instruction should teach students the 

meanings of specific morphemes as well as a 

strategy for when and why to use them. 

Page 9-20 in Participant Handout

Instructional 
Routine: 

Prefixes & 
Suffixes
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Model

Contextual Analysis

Instruction in specific types of context clues 

is necessary and an effective approach for 

teaching students to use context to infer 

word meanings. 

Types of 
Context 

Clues

Helpful Clues

• Direct definition 

• Appositive definition

• Synonym

• Antonym

• Example
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Activity:

Identify the 
Context Clue

Page 21 in Participant Handout

Activity:

Identify the 
Context Clue

Chat Box
Identify two ideas presented that were of 
interest to you and can enhance your current 
vocabulary instruction.
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Closure

43


