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WELCOME!
I am so excited to                                

be with you today!!!

HOW TO DIFFERENTIATE 
COMPREHENSION INSTRUCTION FOR 

STRUGGLING STUDENTS
SESSION 4

Jill Jackson
jill@jackson-consulting.com
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Differentiating Our Teaching

A series of 
logical steps

Not knee-jerk reaction 
freak-outs and endless do-overs
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The Big Picture of Our Series

Session 1: Understanding why students struggle to understand what 
they’re read and how to identify a starting point for comprehension and 
critical thinking instruction

Session 2: Identifying the Top 5 comprehension and critical thinking 
skills…and how to teach them

Session 3: Identifying the Top 5 comprehension and critical thinking 
skills…and how to teach them

Session 4: Lesson planning, choosing text and applying comprehension 
and critical thinking skills across the content areas
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In This Session We Will Look At…

Lesson planning, choosing text and applying 

comprehension and critical thinking skills across the 

content areas
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Lesson Planning
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High Priority Skills

High Priority Skill Applied to Informational Text Applied to Literature

Retell/Recall  
Summarize  
Text structure  
Theme 
Figurative language  
Point of view  
Analysis 
{Note-taking while reading}  

How to plan a Skill Bootcamp: 
Weeks 1-2

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5

Week 1 • Recall/retell • Recall/retell • Recall/retell
• Opinion or 

argument

• Recall/retell
• Opinion or 

argument

• Recall/retell
• Opinion or 

argument

Week 2 • Recall/retell
• Opinion or 

argument

• Recall/retell
• Opinion or 

argument

• Recall/retell
• Opinion or 

argument

• Summarize/ 
note-taking

• Opinion or 
argument

• Summarize/ 
note-taking

• Opinion or 
argument
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How to plan a Skill Bootcamp: 
Weeks 1-2

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5

Week 1 • Recall/retell • Recall/retell • Recall/retell
• Opinion or 

argument

• Recall/retell
• Opinion or 

argument

• Recall/retell
• Opinion or 

argument

Week 2 • Recall/retell
• Opinion or 

argument

• Recall/retell
• Opinion or 

argument

• Recall/retell
• Opinion or 

argument

• Summarize/ 
note-taking

• Opinion or 
argument

• Summarize/ 
note-taking

• Opinion or 
argument

Technique 1: Retell/Recall

1. Tell them they will be learning recalling (telling, in your own 
words, the most important part of what they’ve read)

2. Teach the importance of beginning, middle and end 

3. Model how to orally retell using the fill-in model

4. After you have modeled 5+ times, have them practice as a 
whole group on text you have read

5. Require students to retell after every first read (or portion of 
longer text)
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7 Days of Teaching Recall/Retell

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 6 Day 7
Tell them 
they will be 
learning 
recalling 
(telling, in 
your own 
words, the 
most 
important 
part of what 
they’ve 
read)

Teach the 
importance 
of 
beginning, 
middle and 
end 

Model how 
to orally 
retell using 
the fill-in 
model

Model how 
to orally 
retell using 
the fill-in 
model

Have them 
practice as a 
whole group 
on text you 
have read

Have them 
practice as a 
whole group 
on text you 
have read

Have them 
practice as a 
whole group 
on text you 
have read
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How to plan a Skill Bootcamp: 
Weeks 3-4

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5

Week 3 • Summarize/ 
note-taking

• Summarize/ 
note-taking

• Summarize/ 
note-taking

• Summarize/ 
note-taking

• Summarize/ 
note-taking

Week 4 • Summarize/ 
note-taking

• Summarize/ 
note-taking

• Text 
structure/ 
note-taking

• Text 
structure/ 
note-taking

• Text 
structure/ 
note-taking
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How to plan a Skill Bootcamp: 
Weeks 5-6

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5

Week 5  Text 
structure/ 
note-taking

 Theme  Theme  Theme  Theme

Week 6  Theme  Theme  Figurative 
language/ 
Point of 
view

 Figurative 
language/
Point of 
view

 Figurative 
language/ 
Point of 
view

How to plan a Skill Bootcamp: 
Weeks 5-6

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5

Week 5  Text 
structure/ 
note-taking

 Theme  Theme  Theme  Theme

Week 6  Theme  Theme  Figurative 
language/ 
Point of 
view

 Figurative 
language/
Point of 
view

 Figurative 
language/ 
Point of 
view
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Technique 3: Theme

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 Step 5

Three adjectives
to describe the 
character at the 
beginning

Use three 
adjectives to 
describe the 
character at the 
end

Two sentences 
to describe the 
event that 
caused the 
character to 
change

Make a decision
about the 
common theme 
that most fits 
the change in 
the character

Write the theme 
frame

At the 
beginning, the 
character was…

At the end of the 
text, the 
character had 
changed to…

The turning
point of the text 
was…

jackson-consulting.com 15

6 Days of Teaching Theme

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 6
Three 
adjectives to 
describe the 
character at 
the beginning

Use three 
adjectives to 
describe the 
character at 
the end

Two sentences to describe 
the event that caused the 
character to change 

and 

Make a decision about the 
common theme that most 
fits the change in the 
character

Write the 
theme frame

Repeat Days 1-4
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How to plan a Skill Bootcamp: 
Weeks 7-8

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5

Week 7  Figurative 
language/ 
Point of 
view

 Analysis  Analysis  Analysis  Analysis

Week 8  Analysis  Analysis  Analysis  Analysis  Analysis

Planning Questions for the Teacher
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• Do I need to chunk up the text?

• Do I want to treat the text as a bunch of mini-texts or as one whole piece (for 
techniques)?

• How do I want to structure the students for reading?

• Will I require decoding of the text?

• Which techniques have I taught before and need maintenance work?

• Which techniques are brand new and need to be modeled for sure?  Should I 
model prior to the text or within the text?

• How will I know they “got it”?
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Informational Text Planning Template

First Read Second Read Third Read
Once students have mastered 
the skills/techniques for each 
read, use these techniques each 
time:
• Discussion
• Notetaking
• Retell/Recall
• Summarize

Once students have mastered 
the skills/techniques for each 
read, use these techniques each 
time:
• Discussion
• Notetaking
• Text Structure
• Point of View

• Once students have mastered 
the skills/techniques for each 
read, use these techniques 
each time:

• Discussion
• Notetaking
• Analysis
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Narrative Text Planning Template
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First Read Second Read Third Read
Once students have mastered 
the skills/techniques for each 
read, use these techniques each 
time:
• Discussion
• Notetaking
• Retell/Recall
• Summarize
• Theme (4 grade +)

Once students have mastered 
the skills/techniques for each 
read, use these techniques each 
time:
• Discussion
• Notetaking
• Figurative Language

• Once students have mastered 
the skills/techniques for each 
read, use these techniques 
each time:

• Discussion
• Notetaking
• Analysis
• Theme (K-3)
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Choosing Text and Applying 
the Techniques Across the 

Curriculum
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Questions Before Choosing Text

• Am I going to have students independently read the text?

• Am I teaching critical thinking or am I teaching decoding or both?

• What is the least amount of background knowledge I can give so we can get into 
the text?
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Choosing Text
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Our Guiding Thought…

We measure mastery by two things: 
independence and automaticity.
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jackson-consulting.com/teach-kids-critically-text/

$49.00 for done-for-you lessons 
and differentiated resources
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Types of Text Checklist 

 Informational 

Informational text, often 

seen in textbooks, brochures 

and websites, instructs the 

audience about a topic using 

clear, accessible language.  

Factual. 

Non-Fiction 

A nonfiction narrative, such 

as a personal essay or 

biography, uses storytelling 

devices such as character, 

plot and description to tell 

about a person's life or a 

significant event.  Factual. 

Literature 

Written works of fiction 

Not factual. 

Form of Text 

Poem, article, textbook, 

essay, novel, brochure, 

government document, etc. 

Sample Week How the Renaissance   

Changed the World 

- - Textbook chap. (22 pgs) 

Week 1  

 

   

Week 2  

 

   

Week 3  

 

   

Week 4  

 

   

Week 5  

 

   

Week 6  

 

   

Week 7  

 

   

Week 8  

 

   

Week 9  

 

   

Week 10  

 

   

Week 11  

 

   

Week 12  
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 Informational 

Informational text, often 

seen in textbooks, brochures 

and websites, instructs the 

audience about a topic using 

clear, accessible language.  

Factual. 

Non-Fiction 

A nonfiction narrative, such 

as a personal essay or 

biography, uses storytelling 

devices such as character, 

plot and description to tell 

about a person's life or a 

significant event.  Factual. 

Literature 

Written works of fiction 

Not factual. 

Form of Text 

Poem, article, textbook, 

essay, novel, brochure, 

government document, etc. 

Week 13  

 

   

Week 14  

 

   

Week 15  

 

   

Week 16  

 

   

Week 17  

 

   

Week 18  

 

   

Week 19  

 

   

Week 20  

 

   

Week 21  

 

   

Week 22  

 

   

Week 23  

 

   

Week 24  

 

   

Week 25  

 

   

Percentage of 

Text 
% % %  

 


