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WELCOME!
I am so excited to                                

be with you today!!!

HOW TO DIFFERENTIATE 
COMPREHENSION INSTRUCTION FOR 

STRUGGLING STUDENTS
SESSION 3

Jill Jackson
jill@jackson-consulting.com
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Differentiating Our Teaching

A series of 
logical steps

Not knee-jerk reaction 
freak-outs and endless do-overs
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The Big Picture of Our Series

Session 1: Understanding why students struggle to understand what 
they’re read and how to identify a starting point for comprehension and 
critical thinking instruction

Session 2: Identifying the Top 5 comprehension and critical thinking 
skills…and how to teach them

Session 3: Identifying the Top 5 comprehension and critical thinking 
skills…and how to teach them

Session 4: Lesson planning, choosing text and applying comprehension 
and critical thinking skills across the content areas
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In This Session We Will Look At…

Identifying the Top 5 comprehension and critical thinking 

skills…and how to teach them
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Advanced Students
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Benchmark Students
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Below Benchmark Students
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Our Guiding Thought…

We measure mastery by two things: 
independence and automaticity.

jackson-consulting.com 10



6

Technique 6: Point of View

1. Explain the three points of view (1st, 2nd, 3rd person) and why 
authors use them

2. Model from a known piece of text how you use key words to 
determine the point of view

3. Have students practice identifying point of view from at least three 
known pieces of text

4. Model for students how and why point of view matters in the text 
that you’ve modeled and practiced with 

5. Have students practice on new text and repeat until firm
6. Have students always determine point of view and choice of view 

during the second read
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Technique 7: Analysis
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1. Study the introduction and conclusion

2. Study the main character’s patterns and actions

3. Study the relationships between the characters

4. Study the antagonist

5. Study repetitions within the text

6. Study the characters’ actions at pivotal parts of the story
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Technique 8: Discussion

1. Quality comments

2. Text dependent responses

3. Active listening

4. Formal vs. informal language
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Week 1
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Week 2

jackson-consulting.com 15

Technique 9: Opinion (K-3)
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Technique 10: Argument (4+)
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Technique 10: Argument (4+)
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19
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jackson-consulting.com/teach-kids-critically-text/

$49.00 for done-for-you lessons 
and differentiated resources



Opinion: Protest pro athletes' salaries by
turning off the TV

Washington Wizards guard John Wall (right) signed a contract extension that will pay him $170 million over four seasons.

Photo: Washington Post photo by Jonathan Newton. 

This article was written by Fred Bowen. He is an author who has written 22 sports books for

kids.

During the summer, school is out for kids. Some professional sports are on a break, too. This

is called the off-season. The teams use this time to make important decisions. They decide

which players to keep and which ones to add. Teams want to have the best players so that

they can win championships. 

Busy Summer Brings Big Deals

This summer has been busy. A few very big, expensive deals were made.

John Wall is a star basketball player on the Washington Wizards. The team extended his

contract. He will play on the Wizards for four more seasons. During that time, he will be paid

$170 million.

By Fred Bowen, Washington Post, adapted by Newsela staff on 08.10.17 

Word Count 572 

Level 670L 

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com. 1



Two other basketball teams signed similar contracts with their superstar players. The Golden

State Warriors extended Stephen Curry's contract. The Houston Rockets did the same with

James Harden.

Kirk Cousins is the quarterback for the Washington football team. The team did not lengthen

his contract. So Cousins will play for almost $24 million this season. Then he will become a

free agent. That means he can play for any team after this season. 

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com. 2



Shocking Amount Of Money

It's shocking how much money star athletes can make. Wall, Curry and Harden all play

basketball. Each will make $40 million to $45 million this year.

Let's put it a different way. About half of the households in the United States make less than

$56,000 per year. It would take more than 800 families making $56,000 per year to come

close to $45 million!

Athletes Make More Than Teachers, Police Officers And Firefighters

Athletes in popular sports make a lot of money. They make more than important people such

as teachers, police officers and firefighters. Somehow that doesn't seem fair.

Why do athletes make so much money? One reason is that people love to watch their games.

Media companies pay the teams billions of dollars so they can show the games on TV.

Media companies know millions of fans will watch the games. So they sell ads for cars, pizza

and lots of other stuff. The ads play during the games. You can see as many as 150 ads

during a pro football game on TV.

The teams also make money by selling shirts, hats, coffee mugs and more. Fans want to wear

clothes with their favorite team's logo on it. The Washington Redskins even sell pacifiers and

bibs for babies!

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com. 3



Do you think athletes make too much money? Maybe you should stop watching the games or

buying team clothing.

Kids Spend Too Much Time Watching Sports

Many kids spend too much time watching sports. Instead, they should participate in sports!

Plan a game of touch football or shoot hoops at the park. Or turn off the TV and read a book.

Or play a board game. Kids should not spend all their time watching millionaires play games

on television.

No matter what you do, you should not be surprised that pro athletes make so much money.

After all, we are the ones helping pay them.

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com. 4



The Art Of Compromise 

LINDSEY APPLEFORD 

 

"It's just not here," Erin announced as she rifled through the last cookbook. She held the book 

apart by its front and back covers, gave the fanned pages a shake. "If I could just remember 

the magazine I found the recipe in, maybe I could get a copy off the internet." Erin worried her 

lower lip between her teeth as she often did when trying to recollect a memory just out of 

mind's reach. It was a habit Jeremy still found endearing. 

Jeremy was sorting through the kitchen's junk drawer. He had been enjoying a Pepsi and the 

third inning of an Angels' ball game. When he'd retrieved his soda from the refrigerator, Erin 

had been composing a grocery list, her cookbooks open next to her as she devised the week's 

meals. Erin was a planner and proclaimed scheduling as the way to sanity with the fervor of a 

pastor proclaiming Scripture as the way to salvation. She absentmindedly tapped her pen 

against the page with the precision of a metronome. Jeremy kissed her temple as he passed 

by. Erin smiled up at him. "What do you think?  

Baked chicken or pork tenderloin?" 

After he'd resettled himself on the couch, Jeremy had heard a cacophony of opening 

cupboards and drawers. Jeremy inched the volume of the television up higher. 



"Jeremy?" 

Startled, Jeremy looked behind him to find Erin. There was a crease between her green eyes; 

her arms were crossed, each of her hands grasping the opposing elbow. Erin's voice bore a 

melancholic tone akin to the depressed chirp of a sparrow who has just witnessed its partner 

being devoured by a  

cat. 

"Yeah, Hon?" 

"Have you seen my recipe for shepherd's pie?" 

"No, I ...," Jeremy couldn't recall ever having seen Erin's recipe for shepherd's pie. "What does 

it look like?" 

"It's just a half page I clipped out of a magazine. The recipe is on one side with a Miracle Whip 

ad on the other." 

"No, I haven't seen it," Jeremy said giving Erin a small reassuring smile while trying to keep 

track of the at-bat. 

"I've looked everywhere." Erin's tone was pleading. Her eyes moved from her husband back 

towards the kitchen. 

So, now Jeremy was cataloguing the contents of the junk drawer. Years' worth of takeout 

menus and coupons were piled on the counter. "I don't see it over here either," Jeremy 

reported. 

Erin's shoulders slumped. "I must have thrown it out accidentally." 

"Maybe you could find a different shepherd's pie recipe?" Jeremy asked doubtfully. Erin was 

not good with change. 

As he predicted, Erin frowned at the thought. "I don't think another version would come out as 

well." 

"Maybe it will turn up," Jeremy offered. 



Erin smiled half-heartedly at the thought, "Maybe it will." She sighed and shrugged. "I guess I'd 

better get to the store. I'll figure out something else for dinner Wednesday night." 

"Never mind that," said Jeremy, "Let's go out to dinner Wednesday night. Your pick." 

Erin's smile was more genuine this time. For all her adherence to routine, Erin was quick to 

recognize the good of a situation. It was another trait Jeremy admired. "That would be nice. 

We could try that new Thai place?" Erin grabbed her list, gave Jeremy a quick kiss, and left. 

Jeremy smiled. He stuck his hands in his jeans' pockets. He loved his wife. He loved her small 

habits, her green eyes, her resilience. At the bottom of his pocket, his fingers brushed the 

frayed edge of a recipe clipped from a magazine. 

Jeremy did not love his wife's shepherd's pie. 

 



HOW TO TEACH OPINION AND ARGUMENT

How to Teach Students to Critically Think About Text 

 

Opinion is a view or judgment that is not necessarily based on fact or knowledge.
Argument is an assertion or claim that is supported with concrete, real-world evidence.

OPINION WRITING FRAME

The general opinion I have on             (topic)              

is that             (explain opinion)            .  More specifically, 

I argue that             (reason 1)             is true.  For  

example, I believe that             (reason 1)             is  

correct, because             (ideas on reason 1)           .  I also 

suggest that             (reason 2)             is correct, because  

     (ideas on reason 2)    .  In conclusion, I believe that 

         (reason 1, reason 2)         are both correct and true 

statements.



HOW TO TEACH OPINION AND ARGUMENT

How to Teach Students to Critically Think About Text 

 

 

ARGUMENT WRITING FRAME - PART 1

The general argument made by           (author)           in his/her work   

          (title of work)           is that           (main argument)          .  More specifically, 

           (author)           argues that           (next argument)          .  He/she writes,  

"          (quote from text in support of argument)          ."  In this passage, the 

author is suggesting that           (facts from the author's argument)         .   

In conclusion, the author believes that             (restate main argument)         .

ARGUMENT WRITING FRAME - PART 2

In my view, the author is           (right/wrong)           because    

          (facts in support/insert counter argument)          .  More specifically,  

I believe that       (more facts from supporting argument /counter argument)     .  

For example,            (more facts)          . 

Although one might object that           (counter argument)          , I maintain that  

          (information in support of argument)          .  Therefore, I conclude that  

          (conclusion)          .
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